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and the number 
of Great Britain for the week ended 9th February, 
together with comparative figures for the previous 
The output for the corresponding week of 
last year was 5,566,900 tons :— 
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WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 


We give below a statement of the coal output 


of wage earners mines 
























Week ended 


2nd February. 





Week ended 
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Districts. Seas es vil 
, Wage Wa e 
Output. Pe ll | Output. _Wese 
| 
Tons. | Tons. 

Northumberland 290, 300 64,200 311,400 | 64,200 
Durham 789,300 174,500 | 818,100 174,800 
Yorkshire _... ..-| 849,300 183,500 994,600 | 183,700 

Lancashire, Cheshire | | 
and North Wales ...; 489,300 123,900 | 515,600 | 128,900 

Derby, Nottingham | | 
Leicester --| 611,000 | 182,300 | 730,700 132,300 

Stafford, Salop, Wor- | | 
cester and Warwick!) 426,900 93,400 | 429,000 | 93,200 

South Wales and Mon- | | 
mouthshire.. 890,300 243,100 | 1,129,400 | 243,400 

Other English Dis- | 

tricts* a 117,700 28,700 | 117,900 28,900 
Scotland pee w| 780,800 141,400 | 757, 100 141,600 
Total 5,244,900 | 1,185,000 | 5,803, 800 | 1,186,000 





—EE a ee — ee a 


. Including Cumberland, ‘Westmorland, Gi Sheeiaihies Somerset and 
Kent. 


FIFTY-TWO WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 








The total production weekly of coal since 10th 
February, 1923, is given below :— 

1923. Tons. 1923, Tons. 
February 17th......... 5,559,600 August 25th............ 5,163,800 
February 24th......... 5,519,100 September Ist _.,..... 5, 280,600 
3 ee 5,565,600 September 8th......... 5,320,300 
March 10th ............ 5,713,000 September 15th ...... 5,244,700 
March 17th ..... ...... 5,721,000 September 22nd ...... 5,504,300 
March 24th ............ 5,703,000 September 29th ...... 5,574,600 
March.3lst ............ 4,873,900 October 6th ............ 5,528, 400 
STEED ciccscccssceses 3,940,900 October 18th ......... 5,626,000 
vb ae 5,776,600 October 20th............ 5,678,600 
Ea 5,824,900 October 27th ......... 5,673,500 
SUE TEER oc. eco cuctee 5,721,200 . November 3rd......... 5,594,900 
.. §.. eee 5,327,000 November 10th ...... 5,571,900 
Bre 5,603, 400 November 17th ...... 5,574,100 
BT ROOT vocccvcctobanes 5,796,600 November 24th ...... 5,726,300 
May 26th .......00ccee0 3,737,000 December Ist ......... 5,719,200 
ae 5,727,000 December 8th ......... 5,728,800 
REIN P55. cncs Vuedindean 5,654,300 December 15th ...... 5,956,000 
a 5,651,100 December 22nd ...... 5,886,000 
ET 5,588,200 December 29th ...... 3,352,800 
June SOth.........00000. 5,400, 700 
UE BUND “ ckciceeecessite 5,305, 800 1924, 
 2¢ 5,041,900 January 5th ........... 4,476,200 
_ £ Se 4,601,000 January 12th ......... 5,746,800 
STE cdecsescesecous 5,111,700 January?]9th ......... 5,848,000 
August 4th ......00020. 5,253, 600 January 26th ......... 4,717,100 
August 11th............ 3,566,400 February 2nd ......... 5,244,900 
August 18th............ 5,124,000 February 9th ......... 5,803,800 





FORTHCOMING MINING EXAMINATIONS. 


An examination for first and second class Certifi- 
cates of competency as managers and under- 
managers of mines will be held on 28th and 29th 
May, 1924, at Edinburgh, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
Sheffield, Wigan, Cardiff, ‘and Birmingham. 

The written part of an examination for certifi- 
cates of qualification as surveyor of mines will be 
held at the same centres on 29th May, 1924. 

Applications for the necessary forms should be 
made not later than 31st March, 1924. In order 
that the appropriate forms may be sent, it is im- 
portant that candidates should state whether they 
have already sat at one or more of the Board’s 
Examinations. 








Freprvuary 21, 1924, 


aly 





THE BOARD OF TRADE—Coniinued. 





Letters should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Board for Mining Examinations, Mines Depart- 
ment, Dean Stanley Street, Millbank, London, 
S.W.1. 





GERMAN REPARATION (RECOVERY * ACT, 
1921, 
RE-IMBURSEMENT ( OF THE LEVN. 

With reference to the notice in the “* Journal ” 
of 22nd November (page 544), the Board of Trade 
are in receipt of copy of a Decree issued by the 
German Government on 12th February, by which 
the amount of the levy in the case of contracts 
concluded before 17th November last will be 
reimbursed, provided that the British Customs 
receipt is presented to the ‘‘ Friedensvertrag- 
Abrechnungsstelle G.m.b.H. Charlottenburg Ber- 
liner Strasse 17 ” by 3lst December, 1924, instead 
of by 3lst March, 1924, as was previously the case, 

A hewitt of two weeks from 15th February is 
provided within which contracts not already notified 
shall be notified to the ‘‘ Friedensvertrag-Abrech- 
nungsstelle G.m.b.H. Charlottenburg Berliner 
Strasse 17,”’ 





GERMANY (OCCUPIED TERRITORY). 
RAILWAY DISORGANISATION. 


In connection with the difficulties of railway 
transport in the Occupied Territory of Germany 
the attention of traders with that Territory is drawn 
to the fact that the Franco-Belgian Railway Régie 
accepts only a very limited liability for the goods 
transported by it. 

All consignments to be transported by the Régie 
should, therefore, be insured against loss, the 
insurance being carried out by the Régie itself at 
fixed rates; failing the observance of this precau- 
tion, traders will be called upon to bear any loss 
sustained themselves. ‘The Régie accepts no 
responsibility for delays on the railways adminis- 
tered by it. 








MERCANTILE MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


ENGAGEMENTS OF BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
SEAMEN. ° 

The engagements of British and foreign seamen 
at Mercantile Marine Offices: in Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, but excluding those engaged at 
ports in the Irish Free State, during the quarter 
ended 3lst December, 1923, numbered 123,142, of 
which 115,962, or 94:17 per cent., were British. 
Foreigners, other than Asiatics and Africans, 
numbered 3,670, or 2°98 per cent.; Arabs, 1,374, or 
1:12 per cent.; Chinese, 621, or 0°50 per cent. ; and 
other Asiatics and Africans, 1,515, or 1°23 per cent. 
The following table shows the engagements of 
British and foreign seamen as above for the year 


ended 3lst December, 1923 :-—- 














Nationality. Number. | Percentage. 
British ; 489,542 | 94-61 
Foreigners other than ' Asiatics and : 
Africans 14,194 | 27 
Chinese aii 2,171 | 0-42 
Arabs and other ‘Asiatics 'S and Afric ans il, 538 2-23 


—+— - ——= 


It should be noted that the awe for the quarter 
and year relate to engagements, and not to indi- 
vidual seamen; if a particular seaman were engaged 
more than once during the quarter or year, each 
engagement would be counted separately in the 


totals. 
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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 








TANGANYIKA WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
ORDINANCE. 

The Department has received a copy of the 
Tanganyika Gazette containing the text of an 
Ordinance relating to weights and measures, and 
cited as the ‘‘ Weights and Measures Ordinance, 
1924.’ 

The Gazette referred to may be consulted by 
British firms interested on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 


Street, London, S.W.1. 


SWEDISH STATE TESTING INSTITUTE. 

The Commercial Secretary at Stockholm reports 
that British exporters can submit samples of any 
materials concerning which there may be any 
doubt as to their conforming technically with 
Swedish import regulations for examination to the 
Swedish Government Testing Institute at Stock- 
holm. 

The Institute was opened in 1920 with new and 
modern laboratories to continue and develop the 
work of the former testing institute of the Technical 
High School, which at the same time ceased to 
exist. ‘The aim and work of the Institute is to 
earry out impartial and expert testing and 
examination of industrial raw products and finished 
goods as to their mechanical, physieal, and 
chemical properties. The work for all clients is 
paid for according to a tariff schedule. 

The Institute is organised in five sections for 
the following subjects :— 





Mechanical testing: microscopic and thermal 
investigations of metals and inspection of steel- 
works products. 

Testing of building materials, suck as cement, 
concrete, ete. 

Physical investigations of electric and other 
materials and instruments. 

Chemical analysis and sampling of metals, ores, 
and minerals. 

Chemical analysis and saimpling of cellulose, 
pulp, paper, coal, oils, leather, etc. 

The Institute is managed by a board of directors 
possessing high qualifications, who are responsible 
to the Government, and it has a working staff of 
skilled experts. All results of tests for clients are 
strictly confidential. Information as to service and 
charges therefor is given on request. 

Address: The Government Testing Institute, 
Stockholm, Sweden. 





ESTHONIAN ECONOMIC BULLETIN, 
H.M. Consul-General at Reval has forwarded a 


copy of the ‘‘ Esthonian Economic Bulletin,”’ 
which contains many articles concerning Esthonian 


industries, minerals and metals, agriculture, 
forestry, finance and banking, foreign trade, 


tariffs, shipping and railways. 

The copy of the ‘‘ Bulletin ’’ referred to may be 
consulted by British firms interested on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 





JUGO-SLAV PUBLIC TENDER 
REGULATIONS. 
H.M. Representative at Belgrade has forwarded 


a translation of that part of the Law on Government 
Accountancy of 6th March, 1910, with amendments 
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of 27th June, 1921, in which are prescribed the 
regulations concerning the purchase of supplies by 
public tender by Government Departments of the 
Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom. 

The translation may be consulted by British 
firms interested on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Reference 12403/F.E.) 





WAREHOUSES IN ROUMANIA. 

The Commercial Secretary at Bucharest has for- 
warded a list of warehouses in Roumania officially 
recognised as places where goods could be deposited 
and from whence a Customs entrance in Roumania 
could be made. (These warehouses approximate, 
therefore. to the bonded warehouses in the United 
Kingdom.) 


The list of warehouses may be consulted by 
British firms interested in Roumanian trade on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Sireet, London, StW.1. (Reference 
12325/F.E.) ; 





PURCHASE OF SUPPLIES BY COLOMBIAN 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS. 

With reference to the Decree issued by the Presi- 
dent of Colombia on 13th December making certain 
changes in the functions of the Colombian Govern- 
ment Departments in accordance with recommenda- 
tions of the American Financial Commission, H.M. 
Legation at Bogota reports that a Law defining the 
duties and powers of the Department of Supplies 
(Provisiones) has now been published. 

The Department’s duties are stated to be ‘‘ the 
acquisition, by purchase or manufacture, of all 
articles necessary for the working of the Govern- 
ment Departments.’’ ‘The Department is also to 
endeavour to standardise so far as possible the 
patterns of such articles, and, should the exigencies 
of the public service warrant it, to organise Govern- 
ment workshops for repairing typewriting and 
printing machines, etc. 

Apparently the Department will in practice be 
an office for the supply of such things as furniture, 
typewriters, paper, and suchlike materials rather 
than a Government purchasing organisation on a 
large scale, for the law specifically states that the 
Ministries of War and of Public Works may, with 
the consent of the Council of Ministers, make their 
purchases themselves without the intervention of 
the Department of Supplies. Purchases of railway 
material will therefore remain, for instance, within. 
the competence of the Ministry of Public Works. 

Purchases are to be made by public or private 
tender, The Department is specially absolved from 
the necessity of calling for such tenders through 
the ‘* Official Gazette ’’; it may confine itself to 
placards or to announcements in the press published 
ten days before adjudication. Competition would 
therefore seem to be mostly restricted to Colombian 
firms or to foreign concerns having representatives 
in Bogota. 

The Department is to publish a weekly statement 
of all purchases made; and the Law contains a 
special article under which the Ministry of Public 
Works is to publish a monthly bulletin giving its 
own expenditure, with specific mention of the 
employment of the American Indemnity. 


The Department is to be subject to inspection by 
the Comptroller-General, without whose certificate 
as to the existence of the necessary funds ng pur- 
chases may be made. All contracts made by the 
Department also require the sanction of that official. 
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Special Articles. 





OUR OVERSEAS TRADE. 





DISTRIBUTION BY COUNTRIES. 


The January issue of the Trade and Navigation 
Accounts contains, as usual, information as to the 
distribution by countries of our trade during the 
preceding calendar year. The following analysis of 
imports from and exports to certain large geo- 
graphical areas in 1923 has been prepared from 
the more detailed particulars there given, and com- 
parative figures have been added for 1913 and 1922. 
From the particulars given under the year 1923 
there have been deducted from imports into the 
United Kingdom £32,738,000, from exports of 
British produce £24,674,000, and from exports of 
foreign and Colonial produce £6,579,000, these 
sums representing sthe values of the trade between 
the Irish Free State and Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland during the nine months April to December 
of that year. This has been done in order to make 
the records comparable as far as possible with those 
of the two earlier years, but it has not been possible 
to restore complete comparability, since particulars 
are not yet known of the direct trade of the Irish 
Free State with countries other than Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland. Direct imports into the 
ports of Southern Ireland amounted to £7,115,000 
in 1913 and to £9,820,000 in 1922; exports of 
United Kingdom produce and manufactures from 
these ports were £334,000 in 1913 and £259,000 in 
1922; exports of foreign and Colonial produce were 
£315 in 1913 and £1,746 in 1922. 

For the same purpose of securing comparability, 
Egypt, the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, Palestine, and 
Iraq have been treated as foreign throughout. The 
Deep Sea Fisheries, though regarded as ‘‘ British 
Dominions, etc.,’’ for purposes of record prior to 
1923, are also treated in the tables as foreign for 
the years 1913 and 1 

In considering the figures in these tables regard 
must be had to the changes in average values and in 
the volume of trade since 1913; for the trade of the 
United Kingdom as a whole the following figures 
show the facts, but they do not necessarily apply 
with precision to the trade with individual 
countries, the make-up of which varies consider- 


ably :— 


ee — 





| “Imports. Exports. | Re-exports, tb; 

Average Ay erage Average 

| values, Volume. values. Volume.) values. . Volame. 
1913 we 100 ~=—|—s«100 100 =| «+100 100 100 


1922 . | 1§2°2 85°8 | 199°] 68°9 | 116°2 81°5 
1923 we. | 149° 93°0 | 189°7 | 74°5 | 126°] 81°38 





IMPORTS - INTO THE Unrrep Kincnow. 























1918. 1922. 1923. 
From. 
“ Per Per Per 
a £,000’s. Cent. £,000’s. Cent. £,000’s. Cent. 
Europe 309,324 40-2 301,903 30-1 35 
— Empire (other than | a ee 
ong Kong ak 190,841 24-8 282,149 28-1 288.381 27-1 
United States ‘ 141,652, 18:5 221,817 22-1 211.997 19-8 
“ Central and Latin | ; 
merica hon pied 76,494 10-0 108,084 10-8 115,747 10-9 
Eastern Asia* aie side 17,190' 22 31,976 3-2 37'837 3°5 
Other Countriest eke bis 33,234 4-3 57,170 5:7 60,438 5-7 








All Countries 768,735 100-0 1,003,099 100-0 1,065 278 100-0 


a = 





* Including Hong Kong. 
7 Including Egypt, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, Palestine and Iraq. 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued. 





Exports (BritisH Propuce AND MANUFACTURES) 
FROM THE UNITED Krnepom. 


———$$ —- —_—_—_— — 


1913. 1922. 1932. 








To . ———, 

Per Per Per 

£,000’s. Cent. £,000’s. Cent. £,000’s. Cent, 

Europe - 178,484 34-0 246,174 34-2 250,196 33-7 

British Empire (other than 

Hong Kong) ie ... 190,957 36-3) 258,592 36-0 263,417 35-5 

United States 29,295 5-6 55,542 77 59,619 8&0 
Mexico, Central and South i. 

America son aon 55,860 106 53,387 7-4 65,576 88 

Eastern Asia* ney has 44.012 84 66,175 92 63,493 86 

Other Countricst ... bei 26,646 51) 39,637 55 40,354 5-4 


742,655 1000 
hatte 


eee 





S 
i) 


All Countries 525,254 100-0 719,507 





Exports (FforrEtGN AND CoLoNntIAL MERCHANDISE) 
FROM THE Un NITED KINGDOM. 


aan ne a Ti 


1913. 1922, 1923, 














To. — 
Per Per Per 
£,000's._ Cent. £,000’s. Cent. £,000’s. Cent, 


- 











Europe ; 60,898 55-6, 63,288 61-0 68,282 610 
British Empire (other than 

Hong Kong) aa “ot 13,410 12-2 14,794 14:3 14,128 126 
United States 30,159' 27-5: 21,722 20-9 25,945 23-2 
Mexico, Central and South 

America mee edi 3,154, 2-9 1,933 1-9 1,755 146 


24 O08 663 0-6 703° 06 


Eastern Asia* 
1,122 1-0 1,295 1°3 1,180 16 


Other Countriest 
All Countries 


————— ———— eS 


109, 567 100-0 103,695 100- “ 111,993 100-0 


| ; en eee ee Pe 


* Including Hong Hong. 
+ Including Egypt, Anzlo-Egyntian Sudan, Palestine and Iraq. 


Imports from Kurope increased in 1923 by 16 per 
cent. over 1922. ‘Throughout 1922 imports from 
most of the European countries showed a general, 
though not unbroken, progress, and in each « quarter 
of 1923 the value of imports was greater than in 
the corresponding quarter of the previous year. The 
usual course of trade appears to be that in the first 
half of the year our imports from Europe are less 
than in the second half, a brisk increase taking 
place in the Spring, when the Northern ports are 
free from ice, and again in the Autumn, when 
crops and other agricultural produce are moved. 
In 1923 the effects of the occupation of the Ruhr 
produced a reduction in the imports from Germany, 
the Netherlands, and Belgium in the second quarter 
compared with the first, and very seriously reduced 
the rate of increase of imports from France. The 
upward movement was resumed in the third quarter, 
but, except in the case of France, at a lower rate 
on the third quarter of 1922 than was shown in the 
case of the first quarter of 1923 on the first quarter 
of 1922. 

Imports from the United States were 4°8 per cent. 
less in 1923 than in 1922; gross imports of wheat 
and flour and also of tobacco were less, besides 
experiencing a fall in price; and gross imports of 
maize were about 37 per cent. of the 1922 quantity, 
while a reduction of 26°7 per cent. in the quantity 
of cotton imported more than offset a rise of 29°38 
per cent. in value per unit. On the other hand, 
imports of wheat and flour from the Empire were 
together greater in quantity in 1923 than in 1922, 
the renewal of imports of wheat from India; balanc- 
ing the short supplies from Australia ; and @TOss 
imports of cotton from India increased by 146 per 
cent. ; there was, however, a fall in aggregate value 
of over 23 per cent. in the gTOss imports of Empire 
wool, so that on the whole a rise of only 2:2 per 
cent. was registered in the aggregate ‘value of 
gross imports from the Empire. 


Course oF Exports. 


The course of the trade in exports of British 
produce and manufactures to Europe is somewhat 
complicated. Taking the three pre-war years 1910, 
1911, and 1913 (omitting 1912 because of the 
stoppage in the coal industry), exports to Northern 
Europe were largest in the two middle quarters (the 
third quarter being slightly larger than the second) ; 
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exports to Germany progressed in each quarter, the 
values for the first and second quarters being close 
together, and also those for the third and fourth 
quarters, but the second half-year being about 
one-eighth greater than the first half; and exports 
to the rest of Europe were slightly smaller in the 
second half-year than in the first, the third quarter 
being the smallest of the four. ‘The post-war course 
has been rather different. Exports to Northern 
Europe progressed steadily throughout 1922, and 
then fell off in the first quarter of 1923, as was 
normal; they were greater in each quarter of 
1923 than in the corresponding quarter of 1922, 
except in the third quarter, when there was also 
a decline from the preceding quarter. Exports to 
Germany advanced in the first three quarters and 
fell off in the fourth in both vears; 1923 was uni- 
formly in excess of 1922, the increase for the whole 
year being £10,459,000, but £10,324,000 of this 
was due te our additional exports of coal sent to 
make up the loss of the Ruhr supplies. Trade with 
the Rest of Kurope was greatest in the first quarter 
of 1922, and then fell off by 8 or 10 per cent., 
there being very little difference between the trade 
of the next four quarters; in the second quarter of 
1923 there came a sharp revival nearly to the level 
of the first quarter of 1922, due, doubtless, to 
increase of coal exports, but the low point of the 
two vears was reached in the third quarter, after 
which came a partial recovery. British exports to 
Europe as a whole were greater in 1923 than in 1922 
by £4,022,000, but if Germany be excluded they 
were less by £6,437,000; it was the export of coal 
to the value of nearly ten and a half million pounds 
which saved the situation. 

Naturally, the purchases of goods by countries 
depend on their sales of their own products—that 
is, in the case of agricultural countries, on the 
success of their crops. Climate gives a definite 
determination to the time of their exports. Thus, 
an investigation of the four and a half years pre- 
ceding the war shows that the value of our imports 
from the Union of South Africa and Australia was 
smaller for the second and third quarters of every 
year together than for the two following quarters; 
that our imports from India and Canada were less 
in the first half-year of any year than in the second ; 
and that our imports from New Zealand were 
greater in the first half of any year than in the 
second. Shipments from the exporting countries 
take place, of course, some time earlier, and the 
comparison of successive crops is affected by tem- 
porary climatic conditions such as droughts. We 
should expect to find some connection between these 
imports and the amount of exports to the same 
countries from the United Kingdom, but the 
problem is complicated by the export of goods for 
capital investment and by the importation of goods 
for distribution to other countries; British exports 
to the Union of South Africa and to India are in 
excess of our gross imports from these countries. 
Still, examining the trade accounts for the period 
referred to, we find that our exports to South Africa 
and Canada moved with our imports from these 
countries in the same half-year, increasing when 
imports increased and decreasing when they 
decreased, but no similar movement was shown if 
a lag of exports on imports of one, two, or three 
quarters was considered; in the case of Australia 
there was a correspondence in the same half-year, 
and again after allowing a lag of nine months on 
imports; in the case of New Zealand correspondence 
came only after a lag of six months on imports; 
and in the case of India, probably on account of the 
variety of its crop-periods, no clear relation was 
shown. The period of six months within which 
Imports arrived has been taken as a basis for 
comparison, as the exact time of arrival within 
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the period is largely accidental. The determination 
of the purchase of British goods for export 1s 
affected by orders given on good crop reports in 
anticipation of receipt of imports, and their prompt 
shipment depends partly on whether they are of 
easy manufacture for personal consumption or 
require some time to make and are for capital pur 
poses. Imports and exports go on all the year 
round; the argument under consideration deals only 
with the periods of greatest movement. 

The war upset all the usual habits of trade, in 
particular that of moving crops as soon as reaped; 
even in 1922 and 1923 only Canada and New Zea- 
land, out of the five parts of the British Empire 
considered, show their pre-war periodicity in the 
imports we receive from them, while Australia and 
India are somewhat doubtful. The connection 
between British exports to these countries and im- 
ports from them is also blurred, though in the cases 
of Australia and New Zealand there appears an 
inclination to a lag of three months; taking six 
months at a time, our exports to Canada still move 
in the same way as our imports from Canada, but 
the connection is not close. 

Despite the appiication of the Fordney Tariff in 
the autumn of 1922, British exports to the United 
States were greater in 1923 than in 1922, both in 
aggregate value and in percentage of our total 
exports. A still greater absolute and relative 
increase occurred in our exports to Mexico and 
Central and South America, though the proportion 
taken by those countries in 1913 was not reached. 

The war deprived us temporarily of much of our 
entrepot trade and encouraged direct shipments 
from producing to consuming countries. The 
greatest relative loss has been in our re-export trade 
to the United States. Europe, as is natural, now 
takes a greater proportion of our re-exports than 
ten years ago, and there has been a slight increase 
in the proportion of our re-exports sent to the other 
countries of the Empire. 


IMPERIAL AND FoREIGN TRADE. 
To sum up, as between our trade with the 


British Empire and our trade with foreign 
countries, imports from the Empire formed 
271 per cent. of the value of the . imports 


(excluding imports from the Irish Free State in 
all cases) in 1923, compared with 281 per cent. in 
1922 and 248 per cent. in 1913. The increase has 
been but little affected by the inclusion of new 
territories in the Empire since 1913, and, as already 
noted, an adjustment has been made by the inelu- 
sion throughout of Palestine, Iraq, Egypt, and the 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan with foreign countries. 
Turning to exports, it is found that the proportion 
of the value of British produce and manufactuses 
sent to the Empire represented 35°5 per cent. of 
all British exports in 1923, compared with 360 
per cent in 1922 and 363 per cent in 1913. Thus 
there has, on the whole, been some slight retro- 
gression in the proportion of our exports going to 
the countries of the Empire. Quarter by quarter 
during 1923 the three branches of trade show the 
following division between the British Empire and 
foreign countries :— 


—_— ee 


Exports (United 


Imports from Kingdom goods) to te-exports to 




















Year 1923. ——___—_ -___ a ie 

British Foreign British Foreign sritish Foreign 
Empire. Countries. Empire. Countries. Empire. Countries, 

£,000’s. £,000’s. £,000’s. £,000’s. £,000’s. £,000’s. 

Ist Quarter ... 78,242 195,335 68,447 116,923 3,933 25,172 
2nd Quarter... 75,136 179,924 64,386 126,040 3,439 29,854 
srd Quarter... 63,434 176,332 61,553 113,992 3,102 17,727 
4th Quarter... 71,569 225,306 69,031 122,283 4,052 25,112 
776,897 263,417 479,238 14,128 97,865 


Total coe | 208,381 
j 


_ ~ -_—— _—_—_—— -—_—_—_ 


In the above table, as {in the previous table, the figures given for the 
British Empire are exclusive of the trade with Egypt, the Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan, Palestine, Iraq and Hong Kong: and the trade between the United 
Kinzdom and the Jrish Free State has been omitted, 
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URUGUAY. 








CONTINUED DEPRESSION. 


In his Report upon the Economic Condition of 
Uruguay, as at September last, Mr. A. E. Cleugh, 
British Vice-Consul, Montevideo, states that it is, 
unfortunately, not possible to mark any improve- 
ment since 1922. ‘The industrial depression con- 
tinues, the National Treasury is still burdened with 
an accumulation of Budget deficits, and the country 
still suffers from an adverse trade balance. The 
raising of loans, increase of taxation, and develop- 
ment of national industries must all be resorted to 
in order to stabilise the economic situation. Un- 
fortunately, the two first methods are more obvious 
and produce more immediate results than the 
slower but more productive methods of development 
of national industries and economy. There is 
still room for greater exertion in the matter of 
economy, particularly in certain directions of 
Government expenditure. 

As regards national industries the question is 
more difficult, since Uruguay labours under the 
disadvantage of lack of fuel and such raw materials 
as iron. Unlike Argentina, she has practically no 
agricultural products to support her meat industry. 
For the development of agriculture increased 
immigration is required, but there immediately 
arises the problem of attracting immigrants to a 
country where the cost of living is so high and 
which has no suitable land to offer unless it is 
obtained by expropriation. This problem can only 
be attacked by studying how the progress of the 
country can be so directed as to bring about a 
natural development of such resources. There is, 
unfortunately, an inclination to approach the 
problem from above and not from below. Am- 
bitious plans for the nationalisation of particular 
industries at present carried on by foreign capital 
may be regarded as in consonance with modern 
political ideas, but they involve large capital out- 
lays, which, if not productive, would effectually 
ruin the country. Rather would it seem that more 
attention might be given to such questions as 
diminishing the adverse trade balance, for example, 
with Argentina, from which country large quan- 
tities of agricultural produce are imported. 


Tue Drsposat or MEatT. 


As was stated in the report for 1922, Uruguay 
is vitally dependent upon European markets for the 
disposal of her meat, and lack of demand from 
these markets involves the paralysis of this 
country’s principal—in fact, almost her only— 
industry. Fortunately, the situation shows some 
signs of improving. Nevertheless Uruguay is in 
a serious economic position, which demands the 
undeviating attention of her Government. In this 
connection it may be mentioned that the new 
President of the Republic, Sefior Jose Serrato, was 
inaugurated on Ist March, 1923, and has made a 
very favourable impression. Sefior Serrato was 
previously a Minister of Finance, and the experience 
thus acquired will doubtless be of great service to 
him in carrying out the duties which he himself 
has attributed to the office of President of the 
Republic. 


DeErFricits anp New TAxkEs. 


The Budget for 1922-23, which resulted in a 
deficit of 7,306,383 dols., has been prolonged until 
dist October, 1923. The succession of Budget 
deficits, extending over several years, represents a 
degree of economic impoverishment which calls for 
serious attention. If the indebtedness arose from 
progressive works or improvements there would be 
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no cause for alarm, but unfortunately this is not 
the case, and it is urgent that a limit be put upon 
the policy of allowing the deficits to continue in 
order to cancel them afterwards with issues of 
public debt. New taxes and increases of those 
already established have been proposed, and par- 
ticular attention has been given to a revision of the 
Customs tariffs, but at present no measures have 
been passed which are really adequate to meet the 
situation. 

The new Estimates provide for an expenditure 
of nearly four million dollars more than last year. 
This increase goes principally to the Ministry of 
War and Marine, public debts (providing for the 
service of the new loan) and sundry credits. On 
the other side, an increase of nearly 43 million 
dollars is anticipated in the Customs revenue, due 
largely to the revised tariffs, and about four 
millions in internal revenue taxes. In the case of 
the latter, additional taxes have been re-incorpo- 
rated from the Budget of 1922-23 on gasolene, 
benzine, tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, perfumery, and 
certain toilet articles. These taxes were not sanc- 
tioned at the time, and their final authorisation is 
still uncertain, although pressure is being brought 
to bear upon the Chambers for earlv action. As 
regards the revision of the Customs Tariff, the Bill 
has been sanctioned by the Chambers and passed 
by the Senate. It provides for the valuation and 
classification by specially appointed committees of 
all merchandise subject to ad valorem duty. There 
has been considerable disagreement over the pro- 
posed new taxes, and the President has published 
a memorandum, in which he states his opinion 
that although the creation of fresh taxes should 
help to give equilibrium to the Budget, they are 
not to be regarded as constituting the only means 
of attaining that end. He advocates less depen- 
dency upon importation and greater energy in 
trying to find new markets for Uruguayan produce. 
He also believes in the restriction of the importa- 
tion of certain classes of goods by taxation. but, 
whilst agreeing that a complete revision of the 
Customs Tariff is necessary, he adds that care 
should be taken not to press upon articles of prime 
necessity. He thinks that, for the present. all 
publie works not of a reproductive nature should be 
postponed, 

The depreciation of the Uruguayan dollar is the 
inevitable outcome of an adverse trade balance, 
and there is no reason to expect anv marked in- 
provement within the next few months, although 
if the next wool clip brings good prices and is sold 
as rapidly as last year’s a slight rise in the exchange 
may result, since the clip is practically all sold in 
foreign markets, and its value, about 30 million to 40 
million dollars, should more than offset the demand 
for the time being. ‘There is, however, reason to 
believe that the sale will not be so rapid as last 
year, although no great decrease in prices is antici- 
pated. There was a decided drop in the value of 
the Uruguayan dollar at the time of the abandon- 
ment of the scheme for contracting an external 
loan, and up till September there had been no 
recovery. The appreciation of the pound sterling 
is naturally a serious handicap to Uruguayan im- 
porters, and the resultant high prices prejudice the 
sale of British goods in comparison with those of 
other countries with a depreciated currency. 


HorervL TRADE SIGNS. 


Although the exterior conditions which hamper 
the free expansion of trade still prevail, there are 
not wanting hopeful signs for the future, and there 
is a general impression that at any rate the worst 
stage has been passed and steady progress is being 
made. Trade returns and Customs receipts show 
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a gradual but consistent improvement, and the 
realisation of the fact that there is to be no question 
of a ‘‘ boom ”’ will at any rate enable traders to 
deal with the situation as it is and build up their 
business upon more or less known factors. From 
this point of view the continuous depression of 
foreign exchanges is at all events preferable to 
violent fluctuations. The restoration of the markets 
upon which Uruguay depended before the war is 
not a factor under her control, and she must wait 
patiently for the re-establishment of European 
peace and prosperity. As a pastoral and not a 
manufacturing country, it is not easy for her to 
find other means of recovering her normal level of 
economic prosper ity. Moreover, the country is also 
in danger of prejudicing this recovery by being 
forced by the condition of her internal finances to 
resort to additional taxation, which, however neces- 
sary from the point of view of the (yovernment, 
will certainly not help industry and commerce. 
The cost of living is already excessively high. 

It is very gratifying to note that the United 
Kingdom has regained the position of the largest 
exporting country to Uruguay, which she had ‘not 
held since before the war. That this position was 
being maintained was shown by the Board of Trade 
returns for August, which gave an increase from 
£2,500.000 to £2 800,000 for exports to Uruguay. 
The United States, which had headed the list of 
recent years, has now dropped to second place. The 
surplus stocks which had been accumulated are now 
on the way to being exhausted, and exchange, if 
not more favourable, has at all events been com- 
paratively stable. Buying has therefore been rela- 
tively brisk, and as regards textiles this is indicated 
by the fact that the value of cotton piece-goods 
exported to Uruguay from the United Kingdom for 
the month of June rose from £36,981 in 1922 to 
£67,083 in 1923. There still remains an adverse 
balance of trade with Argentina, but it appears to 
be gradually diminishing, and it is hoped that 
efforts will be made to render the country’ more 
independent of Argentina in respect of products in 
which she should be self-supporting. 

Germany’s export trade with Uruguay shows a 
steady increase from year to year, and she now 
stands third on the list. In addition to strenuous 
efforts to increase her exports, German firms lose 
no opportunity of tendering for contracts of all 
kinds, and keep in close touch with the public offices 
concerned. France and Belgium also supply strong 
competition, and are making a determined bid for 
the textile and silk-goods trade. Very large 
quantities of French silks have been introduced into 
the country recently. There is a growing tendency 
for retail firms to import direct w ithout the media- 
tion of the wholesale dealer, and it is a peculiarity 
of this market that the wholesale trade is not the 
distinct and separately organised business that is 
usual elsewhere. 

It is probable that some reorganisation will 
shortly be effected in the Customs Tariff of 1mport 
duties, which is at present very high, and does not 
discriminate sufficiently between the relative im- 
portance of different commodities to the country. 
A general increase in the Tariff has, in the past, 
proved a tempting method of meeting deficits in 
the Budget, but the President of the Republic, upon 
the occasion of his inauguration, stated his belief that 
fiscal reorganisation would produce better results 
in the revenue, and declared himself in favour of 
industrial protection and a discriminating reform 
of the Customs Tariff, including the diminution by 
higher duties of certain kinds of merchandise im- 
ported in order to meet post-war problems, but a 
relief of certain raw materials which would help the 
development of local industries. 


| 
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Livestock INDUSTRY. 


There is a general feeling amongst stock raisers 
that the worst of the depression in the industry has 
been passed. There has been an increase in prices 
over 1922, and the demand has been increasing 
during 1923, which augurs well for the industry. 
As is well known, Uruguay has little to offer beyond 
her cattle products and her w ool, and the United - 
Kingdom is her largest buyer, although there is 
considerable exportation of inferior quality products 
to Germany, Austria, and Italy. Sales of pedigree 
cattle during the first eight itathn of 1923 
amounted to 135,000 dols., which indicates an 
increasing vitality in the industry. It is estimated 
that there has been a reduction in the flocks of sheep 
of about 25 per cent. to 30 per cent., owing to heavy 
killing last year, but this should soon adjust itself. 


Considerable attention has been paid during the 
year to the question of trusts, particularly meat 
trusts, and projects of law have been presented 
involving Government intervention in the meat 
trade. There are four freezing establishments or 

‘ frigorificos ’’ in Uruguay, of which two are 
United States concerns and one is British. The 
other, La Uruguaya, constituted with Argentine 
capital, is believed to be about to be taken over by 
the Chicago Meat Trust. It was asserted that the 
meat-packing companies had combined to lower the 
price of cattle to the detriment of the breeders. 
This assertion is difficult to prove, since the com- 
panies are primarily concerned with the sale price 
in Kurope, and have to take into account the 
exchanges in the countries of sale besides those in 
the countries of purchase. It is certain that very 
large profits were made during the war, but, taking 
into account reductions in the cost of freight and 
insurance, the difference now between the price paid 
for cattle in Uruguay and the sale price of meat 
in the United Kingdom is not by any means 
disproportionate. The British company is outside 
the combine, and, by introducing competition and 
by their more favourable trade conditions, are 
admitted by cattle breeders to have been of very 
great assistance to them during their time of diffi- 
culty. Whatever may be the facts of the trust 
question, the Government is engaged in considering 
legislation for complete national intervention. 
Amongst the Bills proposed is one for the establish- 
ment of a national ‘‘ frigorifico ’’ at the cost of 
five million dols., but the President of the Republic, 
whilst approving the principle, has expressed his 
doubt of the practical success of the scheme. 

Disease amongst livestock has been slightly more 
prevalent this year; foot-and-mouth disease is, in 
fact, always present to some degree, constituting’ 
a strong argument against the importation of live- 
stock into the United Kingdom. Nevertheless the 
quality of the stock is better, and there is promise 
of abundant grass and good fat cattle, which was 
not the case at the corresponding period of 1922, 
when there was a prolonged drought. The annual 
cattle show was held at the end of August. 
Opinions seemed to be divided as to the quality of 
the exhibits, but, considering all the circumstances, 
the entries were up to the average and breeders 
appeared much more confident in future prospects. 
The returns for cattle slaughtered show a satis- 
factory increase over last year, as do also the prices 
realised. In June, 1923, the number of cattle sold 
for the freezing establishments in the Department 
of Montevideo amounted to 59,281, an increase of 
11,497 over the corresponding month of 1922. 

(Mr. A. E. Cleugh’s Report on the Financial = 
Economic Conditions of Uruguay as at September, 1923, 
published for the Department of Overseas Trade by H. M. 
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Notes on Trade. Exhibitions and Fairs. 

[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of ” 
‘any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION AT ; 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘ Journal,” it must be TROWBRIDGE. TI 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the ; lite . copl 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative The Trowbridge and District Chamber of Com. nati 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- merce has arranged, in collaboratiqn with the Vale 
salves. | Department of Overseas Trade, to exhibit a compre- Th 

hensive collection of woollen piece-goods at the age | 
LEIPZIG SPRING FAIR: TRAVELLING Offices of the Chamber from 20th to 26th February, Cu 
FACILITIES. The samples are all of foreign manufacture, of e3 

The London and North-Eastern Railway Com- comprising suitings, overcoatings, trouserings, wher 
pany announce that, in order to facilitate the costume cloths, etc., and representing the type and A} 
journey of representatives of British firms to quality of goods that are selling lines in Spain, Gene 
Leipzig in connection with the Fair, arrangements Japan, Belgium, Egypt, Denmark, France, Czecho. Vale 
have been made for a through carriage to leave slovakia, Italy, Sweden, Holland, Portugal, and 
the Hook of Holland for Leipzig on 28th and 29th South America. D: 
February and Ist and 2nd March. West of England cloth manufacturers should find _ 

A restaurant and Pullman car express leaves the Exhibition of considerable interest and value hil 
Liverpool Street Station every evening, Sundays to them. Invitations can be obtained from the Me 2 
excepted, for Parkeston Quay, Harwich. A restau- Secretary of the Trowbridge Chamber of Commerce, od 
rant car express also leaves Liverpool, Manchester, : “D 
and Sheffield, and through carriages are run from m 
Birmingham and Coventry to Parkeston Quay, LIVERPOOL HEALTH EXHIBITION. ek 
Harwich, every weekday in connection with the sedi an 
departure of the Company’s Royal Mail turbine An exhibition of Sanitary Apparatus and Appli- suc 
sieeiadinme Coie thin! ease alt Wiibaedd ances is to be held in Liverpool from 14th to 19th ploug 

July next in connection with the Thirty-fifth and 
| Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute. tack] 
DISCOVERY OF SILVER IN ONTARIO. The Exhibition ; eer Pa 

a : ats e Exhibition is being organised by the Royal 

The Agent-General in the British Isles for the Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, of sj 
Ontario Government reports that very rich silver London. 8.W.1. short 
ore is being found at depth in the Lorrain district 1 D eater oil 
of Ontario, Canada. In one mine ore carrying 16 Department of Uverseas trade unc erstands 
i omens dex tis ees guna eels ak te Cie that applications for space must be made not later 
i esti Manel ok aia a Tame than Saturday, 21st June, but it is advisable that Th 

earlier application should be made, in order to mobil 
PORTUGUESE CONSULAR FEES DOUBLED. PRR sieeey Serre weg 

A Portuguese Decree (No. 9417), dated 11th | | : —— 
February, and published in the ‘‘ Diario do FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION AT arts 
Governo ’’ of that date, provides for 100 per cent. BRADFORD. wahees 
increase in the fees levied by Portuguese Consuls. A collection of foreign textile samples, drawn Octot 
A yg sent of the Decree is as follows : — from the Department of Overseas Trade Exhibition will 
r 1. oe vagy ro the re — in London, was exhibited at the Technical College, greas 

ee ee ee ee oan Bradford, from 21st January to 15th February with 
approved by Decree No. 7889 of 12th December, with: Jstedliie entislantere neaulin : 

1921,* and maintained in force by Decree No. 7895 ; — id ; 
of 28rd January, 1922, are doubled ° The display was designed to serve an educational 

If it is found in practice that in particular cases as well as a commercial purpose, and during the 
this 100 per cent. increase is not equitable, the period of exhibition the samples were keenly 
Government, on the advice of the Consular Officers examined by 600 students and about 360 repre- 
concerned, will modify or maintain the fees sentatives of Bradford textile manufacturers. A Iprat | 
specified in the schedule as seems just or convenient. series of lectures was given during the display by 

The receipts from these increased fees shall go experts attached to the College, so that visitors Baker: 
wholly to the State. became not only conversant with the nature of Ex 

9. The revised fees. shall be. collected as from foreign competition to be faced in overseas markets, 

Ist March in all Consulates except those in Asia, but also with the technical features of the various a 
where the collection will commence on Ist April. fabrics shown. . ICES! 
The Principal of the College reported that the 

UNITED STATES BUSINESS CONDITIONS. Sap had gti 4 of my pone value he CLoTHI 

i. ’ . " : manuiacturers and to the staff and students of the 

Che Representative in London of the Irving College, and expressed the confident hope that the 
Bank-Columbia Trust Company, New York, has FSO ely ] P : ae 
received a cable from headquarters tiling ane ; ~ ay would be firmly established as an annual BumLpI 
wholesale trade conditions and the general business err 
oceenert are ir rp The United States Steel DRAPEE 

orporation’s unfilled orders at the end of Januar ‘ TTON 
amounted to 4,798,429 tons. Fire insurance iene wee TAREE EXHIBITION. 
in the United States last month totalled 41,244,000 According to information received by the Depart- 
dols. The automobile industry is active, hides at ment of Overseas Trade, a Bakery Exhibition, under ns 
Chicago are firm, and prices have advanced for knit the patronage of the Government and the City of 
goods. Cotton consumption during January was Liege will be held in the Salle de la Renommeée at 
976,000 bales. There has been a slight improve- Liege from 15th to 18th March next. W: 
ment in collections as compared with the corre- Manufacturers of bakers’ ovens or similar goods _ 
a period of last year. Prices of bituminous wishing to lay their products before the Committee sa 
coal are firm. of organisation should address themselves to Mr. Su 

: Jean Grignard, Redacteur en Chef, Revue de la Lei 
See the ‘ Journal” of 19th January, 1922 (p. 60). Boulangerie, 12 rue Clementine, Bruxelles. ” 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued. 





VALENCIA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES 
FAIR. 


The Department of Overseas Trade has received 
copies of the prospectus (in English) of an Inter- 
national Samples Fair which is to be held in 
Valencia from 10th to 25th May. 

The Fair is supported by and is under the patron- 
age of the Spanish Government. 

Customs duties will have to be paid on the entry 
of exhibits into the country, but will be refunded 
when the goods are returned. 

Applications should be addressed to the Secretary- 
General, Embajador Vich, Nim. 7, P.O. Box 132, 
Valencia. 





DANZIG AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION. 


Preliminary information of an _ agricultural 
exhibition, to be held at Danzig from 17th to 19th 
May, has been secured by the Department of Over- 
seas ‘l'rade. 

Domestic livestock will be shown, but, owing to 
certain veterinary risks, it is not likely that foreign 
livestock will be admitted. Agricultural machinery, 
such as threshing and reaping machines, motor 
ploughs, dairy instruments, and possibly carriages, 
and sporting articles, such as guns and fishing 
tackle, will be exhibited. 

Particulars as to the conditions of entry and cost 
of space are expected to reach the Department 
shortly. 





PARIS AUTOMOBILE SHOW. 


The Organising Committee of the Paris Auto- 
mobile Show, the Department of Overseas Trade is 
informed, have decided that the 19th Show will be 
held in the Grand Palais in October next. The 
Show will be divided, as it was last year, into two 
parts, the first, from 2nd to 12th October, for 
touring cars, and the second, from 22nd to 31st 
October, for industrial vehicles. The earlier series 
will include cycles, motor-cycles, carburants and 
greasing oils, and the latter industrial material, 
with a section for machine tools. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


IpgaL Homes EXxHIBITION— 
Olympia, February 28th-March 22nd. 
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 
BaKERS, GROCERS, CONFECTIONERS, AND ALLIED TRADES 
EXHIBITION— 
Glasgow, March. C. P. 
Glasgow. 

LeicesTeR SPRING SHOE AND LeaTHER TRapsEs’ EXHIBITION— 
March 6th-15th. Organised by ‘‘ The Shoe Trades 
Journal,’’ 64, London Road, Leicester. 

CLOTHING, OUTFITTING, AND WooLLeEN TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, London, April. International 
Trades Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, Broad 
Street, London, E.C.2. 

BuitpING TRADES EXHIBITION— 

Olympia, London, April 11th-26th. H. G. Montgomery, 
43, Essex Street, Strand, London, W.C.2. 

DraPery EXHIBITION— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, London, April 28th-May 9th. 
International Trades Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, Broad Street, London, E.C.2. , 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, WHITE CITY, LONDON, April 28th 
to May 9th, AND CASTLE BROMWICH AERODROME, 


BIRMINGHAM, May 12th-23rd. 


Lonpon.—Cutlery ; Silver and Electro-plate ; Jewellery ; 
Watches and Clocks; Hard Haberdashery ; Glassware of all 
Descriptions ; China, Earthenware, and Stone Ware; Paper ; 
Stationery, and Stationers’ Sundries and Office Appliances ; 
Printing; Books; Fancy Goods, including Tobacconists’ 
Sundries; Leather Goods, including Travelling Requisites ; 
Leather; Brushes and Brooms; Toys and Games; Sports 
Goods (including Sports Clothing); Scientific and Optical 


Apply to 130, 


Hainsworth, Kelvin Hall, 

















EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—Continued. 


Instruments; Medical and Surgical Instruments and 
Appliances; Spectacle Ware and Opticians’ Supplies; 
Photographic and Cinematograph Apparatus and Requisites; 
Musical Instruments; Furniture of Wood, Cane, and 
Wicker ; Bedsteads and Bedding, Carpets, Linoleum, etc. ; 
Basketware; Chemicals, Light and Heavy; Domestic 
Chemical Products; Drugs and Druggists’ Sundries; Per- 
fumery; Dyes; Foodstuffs (Prepared and Preserved) and 
Beverages ; Confectionery (Sugar and Chocolate); Tobacco, 
Cigarettes, and Cigars. Apply to :—Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 

_ BremincHaM.—Lighting Plant for Electricity; Gas, 
Oil, etc.; Cooking Stoves and Utensils, including Alu- 
minium, Enamelware, etc.; Foundry Appliances; General 
Hardware, including Builders’, Marine, and Household 
Ironmongery of all Descriptions; General Machinery of all 
Descriptions, and Small Tools; Mili Furnishing; India- 
rubber Goods for Industrial and Household Purposes; 
Motor Cycles and Cycles; Accessories for Motor Cars, 
Cycles, and Aeroplanes; Weighing and Measuring Appli- 
ances, and Instruments; Sanitary Appliances; Paints 
Colours, and Varnishes, and Painters’ Requisites ; Railway 
Equipment; Metals of all Descriptions (excluding Precious 
Metals); Agricultural and Horticultural Machinery, and 
Implements; Mining, Colliery, and Quarrying Plant; 
Brewing and Distilling Plant; Metal Furniture for House, 
Shop, Office, Garden, and Camp Use, including Bedsteads ; 
Building Construction; Perambulators, Mailcarts, and Push 
Chairs; Saddlery and Harness; Firearms; Fishing Rods 
and Tackle; Tubes in Copper, Lead, Brass and Steel, and 
Steam, and Pipe Fittings; Architectural and Ornamental 
Metal Work, including Gates and Fencing; Ropes of Steel 
and Hemp, Cordage, and String. Apply to :—Secretary, 
The Chamber of Commerce, 95, New Street, Birmingham. 


BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION, WEMBLEY PARK, LONDON, 
April to October. Organised by the British Empire 
Exhibition Incorporated, 14-16, Grosvenor Gardens, 
London, 8.W,1, 


ARRANGEMENT OF EXHIBITS. 


The following are some of the headings under which the 
exhibits in the Palace of Engineering and the Palace of Industry 
at the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley are being 
arranged :— 





1, PALACE OF ENGINEERING, 
Organised by— 
British Engineers’ Association, 32, Vic- 
toria Street, London, 8S. W. 1. 


Section. 

(a) Shipbuilding, Marine, 
Mechanieal and Gen- 
eral Engineering. 

(6) Electrical and Allied 
Engineering. 


sritish Electrical and Allied Manufac- 
turers’ Association, 36/38, Kingsway, 
London, W.C, 2. 
(c) Marine Transport ... “= 
(d) Lana Transport (ex- — 

cluding Motor Trans- 


port. ). 
(ec) Motor Vehicles and Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Cycles. Traders Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, London, 


S.W. 1. 


2. PALACE OF INDUSTRY. 

Association of British Chemical Manu- 
facturers, 166, Piccadilly, London, 
W. 1. 

Cotton Textile Industry Committee, 121, 
Deansgate, Manchester. 

Wool Textile Exhibitors’ Committee, c/o 
Federation of British Industries, Manor 
Buildings, Manor Row, Bradford. 

Silk Association of Great Britain and, 
Ireland Incorporated, Kingsway House, 
Kingsway, London, W.C. 1. « 


(ce) Miscellaneous Tex- pa 
tiles—Tailoring and 


(a) Chemical Section 


(6) Cotton Textiles 
(c) Wool Textiles 


(d) Silk 


Dressmaking, Lace 
Embroidery, Trim- 
mings, etc. 
(f) Watches, Clocks and — 
Jewellery. Ee 
(g) Gas British Cominercial Gas Association, 28, 


Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W. 1. 


(h) Building Materials — 
and Fittings, Sanita- 
tion, Central Heat- 
ing, Ventilation, etc. 

CHEMISTS’ ExHIBITION (27TH ANNUAL)—- 
Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1, June 23rd-27th. 
Organised by the ‘ British and Colonial Druggist,”’ 
194, Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 

Deep Sea FisHinc ExnHisiTion— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, July 28th-August 
16th. Apply Universal Exhibitions Ltd., 22-24, Great 
Portland Street, London, W.1. 

Macurg Toot anp ENGINEERING ExursitTion (3RD)— 
Olympia, September 5th-27th. Apply to Secretary, 
Machine Tool Trades Association, 70, Victoria Street, 


London, S.W.1. 
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OVERSEAS. 


BrussELs AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION (11TH)— 
Palais du Cinquantenaire, February 16th-25th. Apply to 
Secretary, Société de Mecanique et d’Industries 
Agricoles, 29, Rue de Spa, Bruxelles, or the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. 

CopBNHAGEN Motor-CycLe ExHIBITION— 

February 16th-25th. Apply to Mr. C. V. Nielsen, 
Secretary, Association of Danish Motor-Car Dealers, 
Rosenborggade 7, Copenhagen. 

CHaton-Sur-Saonge INTERNATIONAL FarR FOR Raw HIDEs AND 

LEATHER— 
February 27th. Apply to M. Richard, 7, Place de 
Beaune, Chalon-Sur-Saone. 

Lyons Sprinc Farr— 

March 3rd—l6th. British agent, J. A. Victor, 77a, 
Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. 

Urrecat Farr (10TH)— 

March 11th-20th. General Secretariat, Jaarbeurs, 
Administratigebouw, Vredenborg, Utrecht. 

GENEVA Motor anp CycLeE SHOW— 

March 14th-23rd. For regulations apply to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. 

PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farm (8TH)— 

March 16th-23rd. Radnice Staromestska, Praha 1. 

BrusseL_s INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Farr (5TH)— 

April Ist-16th. Maison des Ducs, 19, Grand Place, 
Bruxelles. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL AUTOMOBILE, CYCLE AND Sports 
EXHIBITION (3RD)— 
April 2nd-13th. Application forms can be obtained at 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Oid Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. 

AMSTERDAM ADVERTISING EXHIBITION— 

April 4th-May 4th. Apply to Messrs. Tob Groen & 
Co., Heerengracht 564, Amsterdam. 
Mitan INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FarR— 
April 12th-27th. Hon. Commissioner for the British 
ae Mr. C. A. Radice, 12, Nicholas Lane, London, 
RENNES Farr AND EXHIBITION (3RD)— 
April 26th-May 4th. 
AMSTERDAM TosBacco EXHIBITION (2ND)— 
May 3rd-18th. Apply J. C. Schoemeijer, Paleis veor 
Volksvlijt, Amsterdam. Booklets are available at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S8.W.1. 

INTERNATIONAL DatRY AND REFRIGERATING FACHINERY EXHIBI- 

TION— 

Buenos Aires, May 5th. 

GRANDE SEMAINE DE TouRs— 
Tours, May 10th-18th. Apply Mairie de Tours. Rules 
and regulations (in French) may be consulted at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, Ss. W.1, 

Baste (Swiss) Sampte Farr— 
May 17th-27th. 

GENEVA WIRELESS EXHIBITION— 
May 21st to June Ist. Copies of regulations are avail- 
able at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. 

INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION— 
Prague, May 3lst-June 9th. 

BarRceLonA SaMpPLes Farr (5TH)— 
May 3ist-June 10th. Apply to Feria Oficial de 
Muestra, Plaza Antonio Lonez, Barcelona. 

Nantes, ‘‘ ExpostTrion NATIONALE ’’— 
May-October. 

TIRLEMONT ScHOLASTIC PuBLICATIONS EXHIBITION— 
June. Apply to ‘‘ Ecole Normale d’Instituteurs,”’ 
Tirlemont, Belgium. 

NETHERLAND INDIES INTERNATIONAL Fair (5TH)— 
sandoeng, June 2Ist-July 6th. Apply the Secretariat, 
Jaarbeursgebouw, Menadostraat, Bandoeng. 

PRAGUE TRADESMEN’S EXHIBITION— 
June-July. Organised by the Association of Bohemian 
Tradesmen Co-operative Associations. 

GHENT INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE AND SoctaAL WELFARE 

E-XHIBITION— 

June 15th-September 15th. 

Rica AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL FarR (4TH)— 
July 20th-August 3rd. 





[Notr.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file, and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Londen, S.W.1.] 
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OVERSEAS TRADE IN DECEMBER, 1923. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
CALCUTTA. 

The following press note relating to India’s overseas 
trade in December has been issued by the Director of 
Statistics :— 

The trade returns of British India for the month of 
December, 1923, showed, as compared with the preceding 
month, an increase in the value of exports accompanied by 
decreases in imports and re-exports. The imports of private 
merchandise totalled Rs. 15,42 lakhs and showed a decrease 
of Rs. 5,67 lakhs. The value of the exports of Indien 
produce and manufactures rose to Rs. 29,98 lakhs in 
December, 1923, from Rs. 26,41 lakhs in the preceding 
month, while re-exports decreased by Rs. 27 lakhs to Rs. 95 
lakhs. The comparison of the trade figures for December, 
1923, and the nine months April to December, 1923, with 
those for the preceding month and the corresponding 
periods of last year is as follows :— 

Increase (+) or decrease (—) 


Month of Month of in December, 1923, compared 
December, 1923. November, 1923. with November, 1923. 


Rs. (lakhs). Rs, (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Per cent. 
Imports...... 15,42 21,09 — 5,67 — 26°9 
Exports...... 29,98 26,41 + 3,57 +13°5 
Re-exports... 95 1,22 —- 27 =—22-1 


Increase (+) or decrease (~) 
Month of Month of in December, 1923, compared 
December, 1923. December, 1922. with December, 1922. 


Rs. (lakhs), Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Per cent. 
Imports...... 15,42 19,20 — 3,78 —197 
Exports...... 29,98 26,59 — 839 —12°7 
Re-exports... 95 * 1,50 —- §8 =—867 


Nine months ended Increase (-+-) or decrease (—) 


December, in 1923 compared with 1922. 
1923. 1922. 
Rs (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Per cent, 
Imports ...... 1,67,63 1,73,36 — 5,73 — 33 
Exports...... 2,87,49 2,09,17 + 28,382 +135 


Treasure on private account, including currency notes, 
showed a net import of Rs. 57 lakhs, as against Rs. 3,75 
lakhs in the preceding month and Rs. 3,48 lakhs in 
December, 1922. The import and export figures of gold 
and silver during the nine months April to December, 1923, 
compare as follows with the corresponding period of the 
preceding year :— 


Nine months ended Increase (+ ) or decrease ( ~) 


December, in 1923 compared with 1922. 

1923. 1922. 
Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Per cent, 
Gold imported ...... 22,84 34,81 — 1,97 — 8 
Gold exported ...... 6 5 + 1 + 20 
Silver imported ... 15,39 12,83 + 2,56 + 20 
Silver exported ... 3,26 2,35 + 91 + 39 


Measured by the statistics of merchandise, treasure, 
council bill, enfaced rupee paper, etc., the visible balance 
of trade was in favour of India to the extent of Rs. 12,27 
lakhs in December, 1923, as compared with Rs. 1,53 lakhs 
in November,’ 1923, and of Rs. 5,90 lakhs a year ago. 
During the nine months ended December, 1923, there was 
a faveurable balance amounting to Rs. 40,50 lakhs, as 
against Rs. 20,63 lakhs in the corresponding period of the 
preceding year. 

CHANGES IN Imports. 


As compared with December, 1922, the imports of food, 
drink, and tobacco increased by Rs. 39 lakhs to Rs. 2,20 
lakhs, while raw materials and manufactured articles fell 
by Rs. 40 and Rs. 3,79 lakhs to Rs. 1,23 and Rs. 11.60 
lakhs respectively. Under food, drink, and tobacco, sugar 
16 D.S. and above showed an increase of 13,600 tons in 
quantity and Rs, 56 lakhs in value. Under raw materials 
raw silk decreased by Rs. 17 lakhs, coal by Rs. 15 lakhs, and 
kerosene oil by Rs. 9 lakhs. Of manufactured articles, the 
imports of all descriptions of piece-goods decreased. Grey 
goods fell from 85 million yards, valued at Rs. 2,69 lakhs, 
to 50 million yards, valued at Rs. 1,66 lakhs. White gocds 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 





decreased in quantity from 51 million yards to 21 million 
yards, and in value by Rs. 1,00 lakhs to Rs. 81 lakhs, and 
coloured goods fell by 11 million yards in quantity and 
Rs. 47 lakhs in value. There were also noticeable decreases 
under machinery, including belting (— Rs. 71 lakhs), cotton 
yarn (--Rs. 26 lakhs), arid hardware and railway plant and 
rolling stock (—Rs. 8 lakhs each), while iron sheets and 
lates and motor-cars showed increases of Rs. 14 lakhs and 
Rs. 8 lakhs respectively. 


VARIATION IN EXPorTs. 


As regards exports of Indian merchandise, food, drink, 
and tobacco, as compared with December, 1922, increased 
by Rs. 61 lakhs to Rs. 7,34 lakhs, due to larger exports 
of tea (Rs. 75 lakhs), which were partly set off by a 
decrease of Rs. 21 lakhs in food grains. Raw materials 
and produce exported rose by Rs. 2,72 lakhs to Rs. 16,14 


lakhs. Under this group raw cotton showed an incresse 
of Rs. 2,56 lakhs, raw hides and skins of Rs. 23 lakhs, and 


oil seeds of Rs. 20 lakhs, while lac and raw jute decreased 
by Rs. 32 and Rs. 16 lakhs respectively. Of the total 
shipment of 48,000 tons of raw cotton, Italy took 14,300 
tons, or 29 per cent.; Japan, 12,700 tons, or 26 per cent. ; 
Belgium, 5,800 tons; the United Kingdom, 4,700 tons; and 
Germany, 2,500 tons. Exports of raw jute increased in 
quantity from 83,000 tons to 114,000 tons, but owing to 
lower prices the value fell from Rs. 3,52 to Rs. 3,36 lakhs. 
Manufactured goods also rose by Rs. 11 lakhs to Rs. 6,20 
lakhs. Exports of cotton twist and yarn showed a decrease 
of over two million lb. in quantity and Rs. 22 lakhs in 
value, due to reduced demands from China. The shipments 
of gunny bags increased in number from 35 millions to 
41 millions and in value from Rs. 1,64 lakhs to Rs. 1,83 
lakhs, as compared with December, 1922. The yardage of 
gunny cloth exported rose from 104 millions to 119 millions, 
but owing to a fail in prices the value declined by Rs. 16 
lakhs to Rs. 200 lakhs. The United States, as usual, took 
most of the cloth exported, and was followed by Canada, 
the United Kingdom, and Australia. 


TRADE WitH FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The share of the United Kingdom in imports fell from 
64:9 per cent. in December, 1922, to 53:3 per cent. in 
December, 1923, and in exports from 30°6 to 29 per cent. 
The shares of Germany, Japan, and the United States in 
December, 1923, were respectively 5, 5, and 6 per, cent. 
under imports and 5, 9, and 10 per cent. under exports. 


MOVEMENT OF SHIPPING. 


The tonnage of vessels entered into British India and 
cleared outwards with cargoes from and to foreign countries 
and British Possessions during the month of December, 
1923, amounted respectively to 527,000 and 647,000, as 
against 604,000 and 627,000 in November, 1923, and 534,000 
and 639,000 a year ago. The tonnage entered into, and 
cleared from British India during the nine months April 
to December, 1923, was 4,967,000 and 5,790,000 respectively, 
as compared with 4,914, 000 and 5 447 000 in the same period 
last year, 





IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, APRIL- 


DECEMBER, 1923. 


The figures given below show the value of the principal 
imports into and exports from British India during each 
of the first nine months of the current fiscal] year. They 
have been taken from statistics compiled by the Indian 
Government Department of Commerce and Industry and 











supplied through the Indian Trade Commissioner in 
London. 
Imports. 
) J i an ; 
Months. pletion, | Machinery and Sugar. | Iron and Steel. 
Rs. (lakhs). | Rs. (lakhs). | Rs.(lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs). 

April... 5,35 2,04 92 1,98 
May... 467 | 2,12 48 1,48 
June... 438 | 1,93 34 1,28 
July ... 3,87 | 1,55 1,01 86 
August .. 4,09 | 1,21 1,92 1,12 
September 5,00 1,51 2,36 1,26 
October .. 4,39 1,56 2,65 1,59 
November 5,00 2,17 1,46 1,73 
Deceinber 3,44 1, 18 86 1,53 
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‘Exports (INcLUDING Re-Exports). 




















‘Raw Grain, Pulse| Jute | 
Month. | Cotton. | and F lour. | Goods. Seeds. | Tea. 
’ ee =| 
Rs. yg 4) Rs. (lakhs) | Rs. (lakhs).| Rs, (lakhs)./ Rs, Gn 
April ... | 9,53 5,88 | 293 2,88 | 
May _... 7, 83 4,82 | 360 4,45 | ‘4 
June... 7,48 5,565 | 3 36 8,27 | 1,88 
July... 6,36 4,73 | 8,00 265 | 214 
August...| 2,47 | 3881 | 898 180 |; 4,12 
September! 2,05 2,85 | 4,15 152 | 4,87 
October ass | 2838 +}. .429 2,04 | 4,09 
November; 4,90 | 2,75 | 8,47 2,03 | 4,81 
December 7,84 | 2,73 3,85 185 | 4,29 
BRITISH MALAYA, 
TRADE RETURNS FOR 1925: LARGE 


va 7 ‘ T WATT 
INCREASE IN VALUES. 
The following is a comparative return of the values of 
imports to and exports from British Malaya during 1922 


and 1923:— 





IMPORTS. 
| t 
Total value of Imports of ee excluding | 
Parcel Post, during the year 192% .. | 67,239,431 
Total value of Imports | of Mere Schad TG excluding | 
Parcel Post, during 192 ee die pe ... | 52,684,403 
Inerease 14. 55 95,028 2 
Exports. 
£ 


Total value of Exports of Merchandise, excluding 
Parcel Post, during 192: 
Total value of Exports of Merchandise, 


Parcel Post, during 1922 


no ... 77,892,821 
excluding 
tesco 


1,139, 606 


Increase 


oe $$$ ——— = — 


It will be seen that there has been a large increase in 
trade values during the past year and that the balance of 
trade is Increasingly in favour of Malaya.—QJlulay States 
Information Agency, London. 








CANADA. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN 1925. 


According to statistics compiled by the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, Canada’s external trade during the calendar 
year 1923 was highly satisfactory, reflecting a revival of 
industry throughout the Dominion. The outstanding 
feature was the continuation of that steady growth in both 
volume and value of exports which began in 1921, and 
which has steadily wiped out the unfavourable trade 
balance that existed at the close of 1920. While 
both imports and exports were smaller in value in 1923 
than in the peak year, 1920, a very large part of the 
difference is due to the general decline in prices which 
has occurred during the last three years. Although the 
effect of price changes on the value of trade cannot be 
exactly determined, it is reasonably certain that if the 
same prices had prevailed in 1923 as ruled during 1920 the 
total value of Canada’s external trade would have been 
greater in 1923 than it was three years ago. 

The total value of the trade of Canada (imports for 
consumption and Canadian exports combined) for the 
calendar year 1923 was 1,918,264,789 dols., as compared 
with 1,646,771,892 dols. in 1922, an increase during the 
year of 271,492,897 dols., or 16°5 per cent. The imports 
show a larger increase than the exports, the increase in 
imports amounting to 141,121,206 dols., or 18°5 per cent., 
while the increase in exports amounted to 130,371,691 dols., 
or 14:7 per cent. The total value of the imports for the 
calendar year 1923 was 903,530,515 dols., as compared 
with 762,409,309 dols. in 1922, while the exports of 
Canadian products were valued at 1,014,834,274 dols. and 
884,362,583 dols. respectively. 





INCREASE IN IMPORTS. 


The total increase in the imports of 141,121,206 dols. in 
1923 compared with similar imports in 1922 was due to 
increases in the imports of agricultura] and vegetable 
products of 23,588,875 dols, fibres and textile products of 
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18,307,464 dols., wood and paper of 4,978,955 dols., iron 
and its products of 47,252,243 dols., non-ferrous metal 

roducts of 7,478,806 dols., non-metallic mineral products 
of 37,679,585 dols, chemicals and allied products of 481,505 
Jols., and miscellaneous commodities of 2,587,253 dols. 
There was a slight decrease in the imports of animals and 
their products of 1,233,480 dols. 


INCREASE IN Exports. 


With regard to the increase in exports of 130,371,691 
dols., it may be noted that there was an increase in each 
of the main groups. Agricultural and vegetable products 
show an increase of 18,835,164 dols., animals and their 
products 1,413,619 dols., fibres and _ textile products 
1,442,900 dols., wood and paper 54,408,581 dols., iron and 
its products 25,234,996 dols., non-ferrous metal products 
17,264,569 dols., non-metallic mineral products 5,364,923 
dols., chemicals and allied products 3,284,406 dols., and 
miscellaneous commodities 3,122,533 dols. 


Tue Trape BALANCE. 


The trade balance for 1923 revealed an excess of exports 
over imports, as was also the case in the two previous 
years. For the year 1921 it amounted to 17,215,798 dols., 
for 1922 it was 135,768,542 dols., and for 1923 it totalled 
124,788,608 dols. 

TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

Imports into Canada from the United Kingdom increased 
from 136,859,352 dols. in 1922 to 154,492,420 dols. last 
year; but exports of Canadian products to the United 
Kingdom declined from 374,751,894 dols. to 360,819,578 
dols. in the same period, 





EUROPE. 


FRANCE. 
DIRECTION OF FOREIGN TRADE IN 1925. 


(From L.M. Ambassador.) 








PaRIs. 

The returns of French Foreign trade with individual 
countries for the past year, as summarised in the ‘‘ Temps,”’ 
show that the value of French imports from the United 
Kingdom amounted to 5,272 million francs, as against 
3,407 million frs. in 1922, an increase of 1,865 million frs. 
The value of imports from the United States rose by 
about 1,200 million frs., namely, from 3,864 million frs. 
to 5,049 million frs. ‘The value of imports from Germany 
amounted to 1,048 million frs., as against 1,297 million frs., 
a decrease of 249 million frs. With the exception of 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Japan, the value of imports 
from all countries, classified separately in the Customs 
returns, shows an increase. 

The value of French exports to the United Kingdom 
during 1923 amounted to 6,154 million frs., as against 
3,960 million frs, in 1922, an increase of 2,194 million frs. 
There was an increase of 1,790 million frs. in the value of 
exports to Belgium and Luxemburg, the respective figures 
being 5,806 million frs. and 4,015 million frs., and of 
1,110 million frs. in that of exports to Switzerland, the 
respective figures being 2,113 million frs. and 1,001 million 
frs. The value of French exports to all countries sepa- 
rately classified shows an increase, except to Germany, 
Czechoslovakia, and Morocco. 


THe Batanog or TRADE. 


During the year the value of French imports from 
foreign countries amounted to 29,536 million frs., as against 
21,632 million frs., and that of her exports to 26,362 million 
frs., as against 18,257 million frs. in 1922. The value of 
her imports from her Colonies and Protectorates amounted 
to 3,072 million frs., as against 2,208 million frs., and that 
of her exports to 4,070 million frs., as against 3,121 million 
frs. There was therefore an unfavourable balance in 
round figures of 3,174 million frs. as regards French trade 
with foreign countries, and a favourable balance of 998 


million frs. as regards her trade with her Colonies and 
Protectorates. 





BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN 
PARIS. 


At the Board Meeting. of the British Chamber of 
Commerce, Paris, held recently, the directors proceeded 
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to elect the following officers for 1924: H. C. Welman, 
president; J. H. Coleman, vice-president; Wm. Hennessy 
Cook, vice-president; J. Balfour Horne, hon. treasurer; 
and C. F. Burton, hon. secretary. 








GERMANY. 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY IN JANUARY. 


(From the Commercial Secretary.) 





BERLIN. 

The following Review of Commercial and Industrial Con- 
ditions in Germany is based on the reports of the Prussian 
Chambers of Commerce for the month of January :— 

The improvement which occurred in the economic situa- 
tion in December continued, in general, during the first 
month of 1924. Only in Occupied Territory was there no 
decided improvement, owing to the unfortunate conditions 
of transport, the M.I.C.U.M. contracts, and the strike 
movement, which in some places assumed the character of 
a general stoppage. The governing feature everywhere in 
industry and trade was the great scarcity of capital. The 
usual ten-day returns issued by the Treasury have of late 
strengthened the impression that a reform of German 
finances is possible with the exercise of the greatest 
economies in the Reich and in the States and with taxation 
to the utmost extent bearable by the population. 


Coat SALES AND OvrTPUrtT. 


In Rhineland-Westphalia sales of coal were mainly con- 
fined to deliveries for Reparation account, the railways and 
electricity, gas and water works, and a large portion of 
the output had to be thrown on to the dumps. For this 
reason some pits have not yet resumed production at all 
and others have not been able to re-engage al] their former 
workers. The inadequate truck supply is largely responsible 
for the poor sales, and is due to the excessively long time 
which the trucks take in circulating. 

In Upper Silesia the new agreement regarding the exten- 
sion of working hours came into force on 2nd January. 
Under this agreement workers perform from one-half to 
two hours’ extra work. As a result, the output increased 
between 3rd and 25th January on an average to 37,187 tons 
per day, as compared with an average daily output of 37,218 
tons in 1913 and 29,748 tons in 1922. As, however, the 
total number of miners employed had increased by about 
50 per cent. as compared with 1913, the pre-war output 
has not yet been reached; this would correspond to a daily 
output of about 54,000 tons with the present number of 
workers. The truck supply suffered as a result of weather. 
Oder shipping was at a standstill through frost. On 2nd 
January coal prices were reduced by about 5 per cent. The 
demand of private consumers was small, and sales to the 
State railways declined. 

In the Central German brown coal district production 
increased, owing, in the first instance, to the extension 
of working hours. The demand for raw coal was able to 
be met, and the cali for briquettes was not all that could 
have been desired. A reduction of coal prices by about 
10 per cent. came into effect on lst January. The award 
of 22nd December, 1923, regarding the introduction of 
pre-war working hours in the Central German brown coal 
mines was declared as binding on 9th January. 


TrRon-STONE AND PoTAsa. 


The position of the iron-stone mines in the Lahn and 
Dill districts became worse in January. Work in the 
mines which had not yet been closed down was restricted 
to such an extent that production was almost nil. In 
spite of repeated reduction of prices, deliveries have not 
recommended (Wetzlar). 

In the potash industry short time was still necessary, and 
the shifts which had been dropped could not be re-intro- 
duced. In spite of a substantial reduction in prices sales 
did not improve. As before, agriculture held back with 
the placing of orders owing to lack of the requisite cash. 
Trade with foreign countries took place at very depressed 
prices. The decline of the French franc made fairly strong 
competition possible by the Alsatian potash industry. 


SLIGHT IMPROVEMENT IN DEMAND FOR METALS. 


Business in the metal trade was somewhat livelier, but 
sales were still within narrow limits. There was a demand 
primarily for copper. and zinc. After an interval of two 
months metal quotations were resumed on the Berlin Stock 
Exchange on 28th December, 1923. The quotation of 
prices for electrolytic copper was recommenced on 23rd 
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January. The course of German prices proceeded in 
parallel with the changes on foreign markets. 


LoOcoMOTIVE CONSTRUCTION. 


There was a slight improvement in the enquiry for light 
locomotives. In the case of heavy locomotives, however, 
ao- increase in demand was recorded. The high prices of 
raw materials stand in the way of the further development 
of business, as foreign countries are at present able to 
construct more cheaply. Dismissals of workmen were 
consequently necessary. Conditions as regards the construc- 
tion of railway wagons were similar; one-third to one-half 
of the workers were engaged on Reparation work. 


AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY. 


No improvement worth mentioning was recorded in the 
agricultural machinery industry, The reason given was 
farmers’ lack of capital. In the export trade sharp com- 
etition by foreign products prevails, and export is 
rendered difficult by the high German raw material prices 
and freights and by the heavy import duties of various 
countries, 

AxumMiniuM: A BETTER OUTLOOK. 


In the aluminium industry in Liidenscheid and district 
employment has somewhat improved. Prospects are also 
regarded as more favourable, as, with falling prices, the 
demand has become livelier. Competition on the foreign 
market was, however, very strong, and exports suffer 
greatly from the heavy foreign duties. 


CHEMICALS AND THE MARK. 


The favourable effect of the stabilisation of the mark 
continued to be noticeable in connection with chemical 
preparations. Stabilisation has, however, brought foreign 
trade at present to a standstill, and it remains to be seen 
whether the costs of production can be decreased and prices 
reduced to the world’s market level. In consequence of the 
fall of the franc, French competition has lately been felt 


more than formerly. 


GLASS MANUFACTURE. 


The prices of glass products were affected by the high 
costs of raw materials. Inland sales of sheet and cast glass 
ceased completely, owing to lack of demand. Business in 
coloured glass was very small. Foreign sales were 1m- 
possible, for, owing to the high costs of production and 
heavy freights, competition with the Belgian and Czecho- 
slovak glass industries was out of the question. In the 
hollow glass industry works which had been closed down 
could, in part, be reopened, but the orders on hand were 
not sufficient to provide full employment for any consider- 
able length of time. The business position is therefore 


very uncertain. 
Text1Le InNpustRiES: REVIVAL or BUSINEssS. 

The sharp rise in prices for raw wool reported in the 
previous month continued during January. The revival 
of business which set in in the cotton wholesale trade in 
the middle of December was maintained throughout 
January. There was a specially strong demand by worsted 
yarn spinners for wool, as apparently there is a preference 
at present for worsted yarn manufactures. <A revival was 
also noticeable in the carded yarn spinning mills. The 
business concluded was, however, not sufficient to provide 
full employment for the mills. In the cotton spinning mills 
in Occupied Territory sales increased; in particular, an 
improvement of business with customers in Unoccupied 
Germany was observable. 

In the Miinsterland spinning mills the demand for yarns 
was exceptionally large; it was consequently possible to 
dispose of a substantial portion of the yarns which had 
been spun for stock during the last four months of 1923. 
A considerable improvement was reported also in the 
Miinsterland weaving mills, so that full-time work again 
became possible. The mills were amply supplied with all 
the necessary raw materials. Prices for finished manu- 
factures were comparatively cheap. 

The situation as regards employment in the Lausitz cloth 
factories was, in general, unchanged. As before, works 
which manufacture medium and cheaper quality cloth were 
less well employed, and operations were, in part, greatly 
curtailed. On the other hand, employment in the manu- 
faeture of first quality cloth was lively. In general, 
besides British, particularly Belgian and French compe- 
tition was exceptionally felt on the foreign market. 


a 
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The Berlin ready-made clothing industry recorded very 
lively business, as far as inland trade was concerned, In 
spite of high prices, customers placed important orders. 
On the other hand, foreign buyers were not disposed to 
give orders to any noteworthy extent, as German prices 
were too high for them. The Silesian ready-made clothing 
industry could also record slightly better business, which, 
however, owing to the extremely smal] purchasing power of 
consumers and the prevailing great shortage of capital, 
was confined within moderate limits. In the flax spinning 
mills there was an important revival of business. The 
position of the linen weaving mills was characterised by a 
strong demand. 

In the men’s underwear industry a strong demand ruled, 
and the wishes of customers could consequently not always 
be fully satisfied. ‘The women’s underwear industry was 
likewise briskly employed. A revival, particularly of 
German business, occurred also in the manufacture of 
tapes. With the high prices obtaining, foreign trade was 
not specially lively. Employment in the manufacture of 
trimmings continued to improve. In particular, German 
customers began to fill up their stocks and to order staple 
articles. The inland demand for machine-made pillow 
lace increased considerably, and is at present very active. 
Business in textile goods was described as generally 
favourable. 

The improvement in the business position of the silk 
industry was maintained. Important orders for, in par- 
ticular, cravat material were placed. In the velvet 
industry business was stagnant, Apart from a few over- 
seas orders there was no foreign demand for the manu- 
factures of this industry. Employment, therefore, declined 
more and more, and most factories were working only half- 
time. In view of the improved position of the silk weaving 
mills, the finishing industry is reckoning also with a revival 
of business shortly. The velvet and silk goods wholesale 
trade reported a strong revival of business. Orders were 
placed for every kind of manufacture, particularly for 
printed silk stuffs. Business in the cravat industry con- 
tinued to improve. Ample orders were received, and 
factories were consequently, on an average, fully employed. 
German prices for cravat stuffs were too high as compared 
with Italian, French, and Swiss prices, and foreign trade 
suffered accordingly. 


Hipes, LEATHER, AND Foorwear. 


At the beginning of the month a marked attitude of 
reserve on the part of manufacturers was noticeable on the 
hide and skin market, due to the endeavour to exercise 
pressure on the prices of ox and cow hides and calf skins. 
As a result, business was stagnant all round. The last 
large hide auctions in Berlin, Frankfort-on-Main, and 
Leipzig showed that a sufficient demand exists in the leather 


industry. Bidding at the auctions was lively, and prices 
advanced. Business on the open market improved 
correspondingly. 


On the leather market complete stagnation was recorded 
in the first weeks of the new year; later, the occurrences 
on the raw hide market were not without influence; as a 
result of the active demand for raw goods business also 
on the leather market steadilv revived. 

In the boot and shoe industry the hopes of an improve- 
ment in employment were, on the whole, fulfilled, as it 
was, for the most part, possible to obtain the reduced’ 
prices current in December, particularly for the better 
and best qualities. 


Ort SEEDS AND CAKES. 


Foreign trade in oil seeds was normal; prices, however, 
were higher. Employment was, in general, poor. Inland 
sales possibilities were not yet very great, but foreign 
business in oi] cakes experienced a certain revival after a 
quiet opening of the month; the possibilities of selling 
abread were, however, on the whole, scarcely worth 
mentioning. 

FisHERY CONDITIONS. 


The sea fishery had again, in part, to discharge its catches 
abroad. Deliveries to the salt-water fish trade were often 
too small to supply the existing demand. Employment, 
which at the beginning of the month was still very poor, 
gradually increased towards the end. 


ScuGAar DELIVERIES AND SALES. 


The season’s raw sugar appeared, for the most part, to 
have been already delivered to the refineries. The latter 
also. which were practically all engaged on work on com- 
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mission for the raw sugar factories, will finish the season 
before long. The dullness on the sugar market which had 
already set in in the second half of December was con- 
siderably accentuated during January. Owing to the 
shortage of capital the wholesale and retail trades were 
only able to absorb very small quantities. On the other 
hand, a number of white sugar factories and wholesalers 
appeared with urgent offers on the market, with the result 
that prices declined further. The foreign sugar market 


was firm. 





SWEDEN. 


PROPOSED EXPENDITURE ON 
MATERIAL. 


(From the Commercial Secretary.) 
STOCKHOLM. 


The Government Bill concerning expenditure on defences 
recently submitted to the Riksdag contains a number of 
proposals for the acquisition of new material during the 


next ten years. 





WAR 


Tue Army. 


The more important items as regards the Army are as 
follows : — 


Kronor. 





Anti-aircraft guns and motor transport for same ... 3,000,000 
Machine gun rifles (light M.G.’s) vee yeti 8,146,000 
Machine guns (thereof Anti-aircraft M.G.’s. 

800,000 kr.) 4,394,000 
Anti-gas protection 2,000,000 
Infantry tanks and armoured cars ; 2,480,000 
Motor vehicles for heavy field artillery and: mobile 

air defence 3,638,000 
Ammunition Imobilieation here s) 8,507,000 
War organisation of industries for produc tion of ¢ 

tain artillery stores ae 3,000,000 
Fortification plant at Boden 680,000 
Wireless telephone and telegraph m aterial . 789,000 
Anti-aircraft searchlights 915,000 
Medical and Veterinary stores 1,000,000 

The total proposed expenditure on the Army is 


41,775,000 kr., of which amount 1,709,000 kr. is asked 


for during the financial year 1924-25. 
New MATERIAL FoR THE NAvy. 


New material to be acquired for the Navy is budgeted 
for as follows. so far as the principal items are con- 
cerned :— 


Kronor. 


Fire-director material fe 2,600,000 
Anti-aircraft artillery and ditto sinelsiien 


cluding a) 


guns (in- 
3,135,500 


Mobile coast artiller 1,100,000 
Mine material - we 500,000 
Anti-aircraft searchlig hts = - ~~ whe ol 525,000 


War organisation of industries | 1,649,000 


In all, a sum of 13,254,500 kr. is proposed to be allocated 
to Naval expenditure (apart from certain new construc- 
tions and replacements), of which 716,500 kr. would be 
required during 1924-25. 


New Navat CoNSTRUCTIONS AND REPLACEMENTS. 


In addition to the above expenditure, which is all to 
be distributed over the period of ten years, an amount of 
3, sees ,000 kr. is required for the coming financial year— 

, the year ending 30th June, 1925—towards replacements 
of warships, and a further amount of 9,125,000 kr. for each 
of the four succeeding years (1925-26 to 1928-29 inclusiv @) 
for the same purpose. This total of 40,000,000 kr. it is 
proposed to use as follows :— 








| Kronor. 
1 Destroyer Se — .. | 7,300,000 
3 Destroyers at 7,000,000 kr. each _ / 21,000,000 
1 Submarine torpedo boat | 4,500,000 
2 Submarine torpedo boats at 4,300, 000 kr. ‘oh. ..» | 8,600,000 
2 motor torpedo boats - | 620,000 


——____— = 
= — 


It will be observed that this last programme involves a 
sum of 42,020,000 kr., but, having regard to a probable 
reduction of costs, the Minister for Defence is of opinion 
that 40,000,000 kr. will suffice. 
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ProposED REORGANISATION OF THE AIR FORCE. 


It is proposed to reorganise the Air Force as a more or 
less independent Service on a somewhat larger scale than 
at present. The first cost of this new Service is estimated 
at 20,588,900 kr., to be distributed over a period of ten 
vears. The chief material required is as follows :— 


ARMY Arr SERVICE. 
Kronor. 
Aeroplanes with engines : oh 6,573,000 
Armament and equipment for ditto. 1,322,000 
Inventory and fittings for aerodromes, etc. and spare 
864,000 


parts 


—_— —_— 


The total sum reserved in the proposals for the Army Air 
Service is 9,116,300 kr. 
Navy AiR SERVICE. 


The chief items of expenditure proposed on behalf of 
the Navy Air Service includes :— 











Se 


Kronor. 
Aeroplanes (Sea-planes) with engines 7,072,000 
Armament and equipment 1,020,500 
Ammunition stores 878,000 
Inventory and fittings at ae \erodromes and spare 
569,100 


pare 


The total sum proposed to set 
9,639,100 kr. 


Ark Force BUILDING 

In addition, there is proposal to expend 1,799,000 kr. on 
aerodromes for the Army. This expenditure is taken from 
existing votes, and is not included in the Army Air Service 
Estimates. For Navy seaplane bases a new vote of 
1,633,500 kr., included in the total Estimates, is provided. 





apart for this Service is 





IUXPENDITURE. 





NEAR EAST. 


TURKEY. 
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN 1923. 


(From the Commercial Secretary.) 








GALATA. 
According to the Review of the Economic Situation in 
Turkey in 1923, published by the ‘‘ Information d’Orient,”’ 
the official journal of the French Commercial] Bureau in 
Constantinople, the economic situation during the past 
year has been by no means encouraging, and the output 
of the country has been in general far below the average. 
There has been a marked decrease in the grain harvest 
in such ordinarily productive centres as Eski-Chehir, 
Konia, etc., and while in some regions in central Anatolia 
crops were more satisfactory, lack of transport prevented 
their distribution except in a restricted area, with the 
result that the coast towns, including Constantinople, were 
obliged to import practically all their wheat and flour 
from America, Russia, and Bulgaria. 


INCREASED Corton OvTpuT. 


The only marked advance over the previous year’s output 
was in respect of cotton in the Cilicia district, which 
amounted to 60,000 bales, as against 30,000 bales in 1922. 
The 1923 output, however, represents less than half of 
the pre-war figure. 


Oprrcom, Mowarr, anv SILK. 


The production of opium amounted to 2,000 cases only, 
as against a normal production of 5,000 cases; the output 
of mohair, which was normally estimated at over 100,000 
bales, amounted to 30,000 bales only, and the silk industry 
produced one-eighth of its pre-war total. 

In spite of the great increase in the market price of 
these products, representing an increase of 200 per cent. 
in the case of opium, 60 per cent. for silk, 40 per cent. 
for cotton, and 30 per cent. for mohair and wool, Turkey’s 
trade balance remains greatly adverse. Even taking into 
consideration this increase, and the heavy import duties 
levied, exports from Turkey represented approximately 
one-half of the value of her imports during the first six 
months of 1923. 

THe OvTLOOK. 


The exodus of a skilled Christian population, estimated 
to number about one million, has disorganised the pro- 
ductive capacity of the country, especially in such indus- 
tries as silk growing, cotton growing, tobacco cultivation 
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and manipulation, fig and raisin packing, and carpet 
weaving. In addition to the difficulties arising from the 
impossibility of finding the necessary skilled labour from 
amongst the Moslem population of Anatolia must be added 
the inexperience of the newly established Turkish merchant 
houses, which lacked the business relations and knowledge 
of foreign markets possessed by their predecessors. The 
same remark applies in Constantinople, where the new 
Turkish business element lacks the knowledge and experi- 
ence of the Armenian and Greek firms it replaced. Credit 
during the past year became increasingly difficult to obtain, 
and advances from banks were limited to first-class houses 
only, while the general market rate of interest was 25 
to 30 per cent. per annum. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





BRAZIL. 
FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-JUNE, 1923. 


The Commercial Secretary at Rio de Janeiro, in his 
Report on the Economic and Financial Conditions in Brazil 
(H.M. Stationery Office. Price 3s. net, 3s. 14d. post free), 
states that during the period under review the foreign 
trade showed a favourable balance of over eight million 
pounds. The imports during the first half of 1923 
amounted in value to £25,239,000, as compared with 
£22,291,000 in the corresponding period of 1922, whilst the 
exports amounted in value to £33,377,000 and £31,753,000 


respectively. 





Exrort TRADE. 


As compared with the first half of 1922, the tonnage of 
exports has increased by 112,900 tons, the principal 
increases being shown in the following table: — 


‘Increased tonnage.| Increased value. 








Tons. £ 
Frozen meat... bi Re 31,800 680,000 
Rubber ... sich oa sid 200 445,000 
Hides 11,200 431,000 
Table fruits and fruits for oil 19,400 235,000 
Cacao 11,200 219,000 
Indian corn 22,000 122,000 
Manganese 4,000 98,000 
Timber ... 32,300 49,000 
Tobacco... 2,000 23,000 





. we 





Cotton shows a decrease of 11,400 tons exported, and 
corresponding to a diminution in value of £439,000; rice, 
5,800 tons, and £107,000 less. Sugar exports declined by 
15,800 tons, but the value increased by £506,000, whilst 
coffee exports were 260,000 bags less, equivalent to a 
decrease of £860,000. 


THE SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


According to the Report of the Commercial Secretary 
to H.M. Embassy at Rio de Janeiro on the Economic and 
Financial Conditions in Brazil, there are approximately 
200 sugar factories in the country, with an annual average 
production of 480,000 tons, valued at about ten million 
pounds, Of this amount home consumption accounts for 
about 350,000 tons annually. 

The estimated total crop of sugar last year was 605,281 
ton, as compared with 710,270 tons in 1922. The bulk 
of this sugar was produced in the State of Pernambuco, 
171,000 tons; Minas Geraes, 148,031 tons; Rio de Janeiro, 
77,737 tons; Alagéas, 66,000 tons; Sao Paulo, 45,000 tons; 
Sergipe, 42,000 tons; and Bahia, 30,000 tons. 


Export TRADE. 





The exportation of sugar from Brazil had declined 
considerably since 1884, but in recent years has begun to 
increase again. The following figures demonstrate this: 
1880-1884, annual average, 226,500 tons; 1901-1905, 78,280 
tons; 1906-1910, 51,240 tons; 1911-1915, 27,480 tons; 1916- 
1920, 97,330 tons; 1921, 172,090 tons; and 1922, 252,110 
tons. 


1923-24 Crop. 


The sugar crop for 1923-24 has been officially estimated 
at 10,673,500 bags of 60 kilogs. each, the principal produc- 
ing States being: Pernambuco, 3 million bags; Minas 
Geraes, 2,800,000 bags; and Rio de Janeiro, 1,200,000 bags. 























Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 





‘' DENMARK—CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 


RECIPROCAL TRADING AGREEMENT. 


H.M. Minister at Copenhagen reports that by an 
Exchange of Notes on 31st January, 1924, the Danish and 
Cunchailarahh Governments came to an agreement, pending 
the conclusion of negotiations for a final € Ccoteamatall Treaty, 
for the temporary regulation of trade relations between 
the two countries. 

The Agreement provides for reciprocal most-favoured- 
nation treatment with regard to the rights of individuals 


and companies to reside and carry on business, taxation 
of companies, import, export and re-export of goods, 


and in respect of transport. National treatment is 
reciprocally assured as regards shipping, and taxation of 
persons. 

The Agreement further contains a reciprocal undertaking 
to give favourable (velvillig) consideration to applications 
for permission to import goods which may be subject to 
import prohibition. 

The Agreement, which became operative on 14th 
February “last, will remain binding until 3lst December, 
1924, unless meanwhile it is rendered superfluous bv a 
Commercial Treaty or is cancelled by one of the Parties 
to the Agreement at thirtv days’ notice. 





- sslfes 


Finance and Banking. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





GOLD HOLDINGS: THE BANKS’ POLICY. 


Without interruption since August, 1920, the monthly 
net inflow of gold into the United States from abroad 
has continued, states the ‘‘ Guaranty Survey ”’ (Guaranty 
Trust Company, New York), in a discussion of the influence 
of large holdings of gold upon the course of prices. 

The accretion last year totalled 294 million dols., or about 
56 million dols. more than in 1922, The domestic output 
of new gold, the largest since 1919, was valued at 
51 million dols. The United States Treasury’s figures show 
an increase in the country’s stock of monetary gold from 
3,933 million dols. to 4,247 million dols. in the last calendar 
year—the latter figure amounting to almost half of the total 
known stocks of gold in the world. 

A revival of price inflation in consequence of the large 
gold supply, which was so freely predicted, has not 
appeared, continues the ‘‘ Guaranty Survey.’’ Prior to 
1923 the major part of the unusual] acquisitions of the 
metal went to swell the reserves of the Federal Reserve 
banks, but most of the increment last year was accounted 
for by the growth in general circulation. The circulation 
of gold and gold certificates increased during the year from 
732 million dols. to 997 million dols. This increase of 
265 million dols. is to be compared with the growth of 
314 million dols. in the total stock of gold in the same 
period. ‘The net addition to the gold holdings of the 
Reserve banks in 1923 was only 30 million dols., as com- 
pared with 171 million dols. in the preceding year and 
810 million dols. in 1921, 


A Straste Price LEVEL. 


The reserve holdings of gold, however, are greatly in 
excess of legal requirements, and in a sense they do make 
possible an inflation of bank credit. But neither bankers 
nor their customers desire a new period of inflation. It 
is recognised that an unusual combination of influences, 
among them the flight of capital from countries burdened 
with inflation and other financial ills, is responsible for the 
present gold situation. And the administration of the 
banks gives no indication that the present gold stocks will 
be treated as if they were expected to remain indefinitely 
around present levels. Without any attempt at a formal 
segregation of the gold stocks as between normal and 
abnormal holdings, conservatism in banking and in business 
policies has helped to maintain a gratifying degree of 
stability in the general price level. 

With the persistence of a wholesome restraint upon any 
tendencies towards inflation of credit and prices, there is 
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ipreserved also a powerful potential check upou influences 
tending to depress prices. If conditions were ripe for a 
reverse international movement of gold, a large part of 
this country’s holdings could be utilised for payments 
abroad without necessitating a contraction of bank loans 
or currency circulation. But a cessation of the inflow is 
net in immediate prospect, concludes the ‘‘ Guaranty 
Survey,’”’ and when the expected redistribution of gold 
begins the reduction of stocks in the United States will 
probably be effected gradually. Whatever changes may 
thereby be induced in the American level of commodity 


prices should be correspondingly gradual. 





—— 


Shipping and Railways. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 





RAILWAY STATISTICS FOR NOVEMBER, 
1923. 

The Ministry of Transport announce that the Railway 
Statistics for November, 1923, can now be obtained at 
H.M. Stationery Office (price 3s.). 

In addition to the usual information, the volume contains 
in continuation of the Commodity Statistics previously 
published the most recent particulars in regard to the 
tonnage, receipts, and receipts per ton-mile (at each mile 
up to 50 miles and in mileage groups beyond that distance) 
‘in respect of ale and porter. 


PASSENGER TRAFFIC. 


The total number of passenger journeys (excluding season 
ticket holders) in the month under review was 94,960,077, 
an increase of 3,644,095, or 4 per cent., compared with 
November, 1922. The journeys made by passengers at 
reduced fares increased by 4,719,001, but the journeys at 
full fares decreased by 1,074,906. If the London Tubes and 
the Metropolitan District Railway be excluded the increase 
in journeys was 4,234,944, or 6 per cent. Passenger receipts 
(excluding season ticket holders) showed a decrease of 
£321,320, or 7-2 per cent.; if the London Tubes and Metro- 
politan District Railway be excluded, the decrease was 
£291,390, or 7:0 per cent. The total passenger train-miles 
run were 876,009 more than in November, 1922, an increase 
of 4:5 per cent. 

Goops TRAFFIC. 


The total] tonnage of freight traffic conveyed (excluding 
free hauled) was 30,386,626, an increase of 1,474,337, or 
51 per cent., over the tonnage for November, 1922. The 
movement of livestock was affected by the outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth disease, and the number of livestock con- 
veyed showed a decrease of 310,299, or 22:1 per cent. 

The ton-miles (excluding free hauled) were 3:9 per cent. 
above those for November, 1922, the average length of haul 
for freight traffic having fallen from 52:2 miles to 51:6 
‘miles. 


Some of the principal increases in tonnage were :— 


Per cent. 











Se . —_ 








Description of traffic, | Tons. 
Coal, coke and patent fuel | 551,580 2 
Ironstone and iron ore | 246,229 33°2 
{ron and steel ... | 170,928 16° 
Bricks ... | 93,031 28°] 
Timber ... en | §8,591 10°4 
Sanitary tubes .. | 24,720 61:0 


Freight train receipts (less cost of collection and delivery) 
amounted to £9,235,286, a decrease of £720,092, or 7-2 
per cent., and the receipts per ton-mile were: General 
merchandise, 2304 pence; coal, coke, and patent fuel, 
1018 pence; and other minerals, 1:109 pence; as compared 
with 2774 pence, 1-030 pence, and 1-328 pence respectively 
in November, 1922. The comparisons in the receipts were 
affected by reductions in rates which came into operation 
in December, 1922, and May and August, 1923. 


The freight train-miles run were 460,903, or 3-9 per cent., 
more than in November, 1922. The average wagon load 
increased from 5:58 tons to 5-71 tons and the average train 
oad from 131-88 tons to 134-36 tons. The train-miles per 


| 
| 
| 


























SHIPPING AND RAILWAYS—Continued. 





engine-hour fell from 3°36 to 3:23, and, owing to the slower 
rate of movement, the ton-miles per engine-hour were 


reduced from 443} to 4345. 





CANADA. 





PORT DEVELOPMENT AT VANCOUVER. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 


VANCOUVER. 

In view of the rapid extension of Vancouver’s import 
and export trade, consequent upon the development of the 
Panama Canal route, transportation interests and harbour 
facilities are confronted with the problem of providing 
facilities for the greatly increased traffic. The task is one 
which demands intelligent foresight, prompt decisions, and 
large expenditure. The various plans of the shipping and 
grain handling companies and the Harbour Commissioners 
form a co-ordinated and well-considered scheme of improve- 
ment, which will vastly enhance the equipment and 
facilities of the port, making it one of the most up-to-date 
on the Pacific Coast. The following particulars show the 
improvements already completed, together with those for 
which provision has been made, the estimated total cost 
amounting to 17,550,000 dols. :— 


ee 








Approximate 
Nature of Work. | cost. 
| Dols. 
Ballantyne Pier (completed) — - --» | 6,000,000 
Grain elevator, No. 1—capacity of 1,250,000 bushels | 
—(completed) one - sen coe | 500,000 
Canadian Pacific Railway Pier “‘ B.C. ”’ (to be com- | 
pleted in 1925) sé ike ial -- | 93,000,000 
Floating dry dock (second section to be completed | 
June, 1924) ... : aid — ind ia 3,000,000 
Grain elevator No. 2—capacity of 1,500,000 bushels 
—(to be completed in 1924) ses se coe 1,500,000 
Second Narrows Bridge (construction commenced) 1,450,000 
Grain jetty No. 1, maximum carrying capacity, | 
15,000 bushels per hour—(to be completed in 
1924) se _ -_ wy one se 600,000 
Grain jetty No. 2, similar to No. 1—(to be com- 
pleted in 1924) od -_ ved ios pod 600,000 
Deepening and widening entrance to Harbour, etc. 500,000 
Woodward Elevator and jetty—capacity about 
500,000 bushels—(construction temporarily sus- 
pended pending change of ownership) 400,000 





CYPRUS. 





PORT CHARGES AND REGULATIONS. 


The ‘‘ Cyprus Gazette,’’ No 1,619, of 3lst December, 
1923, publishes the rates for landing charges under the 
Agents’ (Landing Charges) Order, 1923, at the ports of 
Larnaca and Limassol and at Famagusta, together with 
sundry information. It also quotes the Boats Regulation 
Laws, passenger, luggage, and goods rates by licensed 
boats and lighters within the limits of ports in the island 
of Cyprus and Customs overtime fees and notes thereon. 

A copy of the ‘‘ Cyprus Gazette ’’ containing the above- 
mentioned information may be consulted by British firms 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C.2. 





GERMANY. 





SHIPPING CHARGES ON THE ELBE, ETC. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Hamburg has 
forwarded particulars of the dues and tariffs fixed for the 
use of the quays on the Upper and Northern Elbe, at the 
Kohfleth in front of Finkenwarder and on the Aue, 
including loading and unloading dues on vessels, berthing 
dues on vessels, and warehousing dues. These charges are 
fixed in gold marks, the gold mark being reckoned as 
10/42nds of the United States dollar. 

A copy of the Tariff is available for inspection by 
companies of British origin, capital and control interested 
at the City Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C.2. 
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Minerals and Metals. 





AUSTRALIA. 


NEW SOUTH -WALES GOLD YIELD, 
JANUARY-NOVEMBER, 1923. 


The Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner at Sydney has 
informed the Department of Overseas Trade that, accord- 
ing to a return furnished by the Under Secretary of 
Mines, New South Wales, the gold yield in New South 
Wales for the month of November amounted to 1,761 
ounces crude, equal to 1,608 ounces fine, valued at £6,828. 

The yield for the first eleven months of the year 
amounted to 19,553 ounces crude, equal to 17,796 ounces 
fine, valued at £75,592. 








BRITISH MALAYA. 





TIN PROSPECTING IN JOHORE. 

It is officially reported that prospecting in the Bukit 
Pelali locality, Kota Tinggi, in the State of Johore, has 
disclosed tin in payable quantities. The extent of the 
occurrence is unknown, but the find has created consider- 
able interest, and several applications for prospecting 
licences have resulted.—Malay States Information Agency, 
London. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


TIN EXPORTS IN JANUARY. 

It is officially reported from Kuala Lumpur that 3,934 
tons of tin were exported from the Federated Malay States 
during January, as compared with 3,313 tons in December 
and 3,188 tons in January of last year, and 3,143 tons in 
January, 1922. 
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Textiles. 





B.A.W.R.A. WOOL. 
STOCKS AND DISPOSALS IN JANUARY. 


The Monthly Statement for January issued by the 
British-Australian Wool Realisation Association, Ltd., 
shows that the disposal of wool during that month 
amounted to 79,327 bales. The total was made up of 
17 bales of Australian merino, 59,763 bales Australian 
cross-bred, and 19,547 bales New Zealand wool, of which 
132 were merino. Stocks in hand and afloat at the end 
of January totalled 130,290 bales, consisting of 71 bales 
of Australian merino, 102,545 bales of Australian cross- 
bred, and 27,674 bales of New Zealand wool. 


Notr.—Of the stocks of wool shown above, one-half of 
the Australian wool and the whole of the New Zealand wool 
belongs to the British Government. The other half of the 
Australian wool belongs to the British Australian Wool 
Realisation Association, Ltd. 








MEXICO. 


THE LAGUNA COTTON INDUSTRY. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 





Mexico. 

The past three years has, owing to climatic conditions, 
been a very trying period for the Laguna cotton industry. 
During the first week of May, 1923, the relatively small 
amount of cotton which had been planted was parched 
by drought, and held out little hope that the crop would 
eventually yield even the average quota in proportion to 
the amount planted. About this time, however, rain fell 
in fair quantity, reviving the parched plants to such an 
extent that a crop of 35,000 to 40,000 bales was predicted— 
the normal crop being about one hundred thousand bales. 
The crop throve until the beginning of August, when the 
plants were in full bloom and picking was about to 
commence. About this time rain began to fall. This rain, 











TEXTILES—Continued. 





which was at first welcomed, in the hope that it would 
increase the crop, proved in the end disastrous, for it 
continued without ceasing for about a month. The result 
was that the cotton pods were beaten off the stalks, and 
instead of a crop of 40,000 bales not more than 20,000 
bales were gathered. The crop suffered not only in 
quantity but in quality as well. Owing to the water the 
cotton was of low grade and stained, and therefore of 
less value. 


OUTLOOK FOR THE FUTURE. 


The River Nazas, which drains a large area in the 
mountainous part of the State of Durango, swollen by 
the heavy rains, brought down water in sufficient quantities 
to irrigate the district as it had not done for years. It 
is hoped therefore that, as so much land has been 
irrigated, the next cotton crop may be proportionately 
larger, but to work the irrigated land a considerable sum 
of money will be necessary, and, owing to the financial 
exhaustion of the last three years, it is considered doubtful 
whether the requisite amount of money will be forth- 
coming. The matter has been taken up by the Govern- 
ment, but as yet nothing is known as to their intentions. 
It is stated that one of the semi-official banks is doing 
all within its power to meet the situation, but owing to 
the amount of money required it is feared that it will be 
impossible to obtain it in these times of financial 
stringency. 








RR mm 


Chemicals. 





FRANCE, 





POTASH PRODUCTION IN 1923. 
(From H.M. Commercial Counsellor.) 


PaRIs. 


According to the ‘‘ Information Financiere”? of 7th 
February, the output of Alsatian potash during the years 
1921- va was as follows :— 

















i921. | 1922, | 1993, 

Metric | Metric | Metric 

tons. | tons. tons. 
Sylvinite 12 to 16 per cent. 332,421 320,975 409,565 
Sylvinite 20 to 22 per cent. 205,855 | 337,318 | 348,044 
Chloride 30 to 40 per cent. 18,268 59,608 110,153 
Chloride 50 to 60 per cent. 90,252 126,866 158,278 
Total | 646,796 | 844,767 |1,026,042 
Pure potash 7 148,937 | 207,123 | 248,528 








It will be seen that in 1923 there was an increase of 
about 20 per cent. in the output reckoned in pure potash 
and of more than 21 per cent. in the output of crude salts, 
The increase is particularly noticeable as regards chlorides, 
amounting to 25 per cent. in respect of chlorides with a 
content of 50 to 60 per cent. and of nearly 85 per cent. 
for those with a lower content. 


ll 





BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 


The Institution of Gas Engineers: Transactions, 1922-23. 
—Offices of the Institution, 28, Grosvenor Gardens, West- 
minster, S.W.1; E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd., 57, Haymarket, 
London, S.W.1. 


British Coasters: A Descriptive Annual of power vessels 
of between 100 and 1,000 tons gross trading in home 
waters, and of sea-going tugs and salvage craft, 1924. 
Edited by F. J. N. Wedge and Frank C. Bowen. Price 
21s. net. London: Sampson Low, Marston and Company, 
Ltd. 


This is a companion publication to Merchant Ships of 
the World, which deals with power vessels above 1,000 
tons gross. For coasting vessels draught is particularly 
important, and therefore the Editors have made every 
effort to get both the load and the light draught as well 
as the overall length of the ship. Otherwise the details 
given follow on the lines of Merchant Ships of the World, 
specially designed for the use of the shipper, the broker, 
and the underwriter. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


POSTPONEMENT OF CERTAIN CUSTOMS 
DUTIES. 

The High Commissioner for Australia has received tele- 
graphic advice from the Commonwealth Government that 
the operation of the deferred duties under the following 
items of the Commonwealth Tariff has been further 
postponed to 30th September, 1924 :— 


Item 147.—Iron and steel plates and sheets, plain 
tinned. 

Item 152 (a).—Iron and steel tubes or pipes (except 
riveted, cast, close jointed, or cycle tubes or 
pipes) not more than 3 inches internal diameter ; 
iron and stee] boiler tubes. 

Item 197 (s).—Cutlery, etc. 

Item 279 (a).—Citric acid. 

The deferred duties on hoop iron under Item 136 (F), 
except when of the dimensions mentioned in the notice 
which appeared on page 359 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ”’ of 4th October, 1923, have also been postponed 
to 30th September, 1924. 














BRITISH INDIA. 





CUSTOMS CLASSIFICATION OF WOOLLEN 
FABRICS CONTAINING SILK. 


With reference to the notice published on page 130 of 
the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal’’ of 2nd August, 1923, 
relating to the Customs treatment in India of woollen 
fabrics containing not more than 74 per cent. of silk 
interwoven, a dispatch has recently been received from 
H.M. Trade Commissioner, Calcutta, enclosing copy of a 
communication from the Collector of Customs, from which 
it appears that the decision to admit such fabrics into 
India at the lower rate of 15 per cent. ad valorem related 
solely to fabrics of which samples had been submitted to 
the Customs authorities for examination, and it cannot 
therefore be regarded as of general application. The 
Customs authorities state that they cannot accept any 
definite percentage of silk in such fabrics as a criterion 
for the purpose of assessment of duty. The Indian Customs 
authorities are, however, endeavouring to secure, as far 
as possible, uniformity of treatment for such fabrics at 
the different ports. 


DOMINICA. 


IMPORTATION OF COCONUTS PROHIBITED. 


A Proclamation, dated 24th December, 1923, prohibits, 
absolutely until further orders, the importation of coco- 
nuts or coconut plants into Dominica. 








GOLD COAST. 





REVISED FORM OF INVOICE AND 
CERTIFICATE OF VALUE. 


Adverting to the notice which was published under the 
above heading in the issue of this ‘‘ Journal” for 31st 
January, 1924 (page 165), the ‘‘ Gold Coast Gazette ”’ of 
31st December, 1923, contains a Rule (No. 46 of 1923) 
made on the same date prescribing the form of invoice 
and certificate of value to be used in connection with the 
importation of goods into the Colony, and also containing 
regulations regarding the assessment of ad valorem duties 
etc. The form of invoice and certificate of value is the 
same as that already published in the above-mentioned 
notice, but the regulations issued under recent Customs 
Tariff Ordinance, differ somewhat from those published in 
that notice, and are therefore reprinted below :- 


Customs Rvutes as to Invoices. 


Every invoice of goods imported shall be certified in writing 
as correct by or on behalf of the person, firm, or corporation 
consigning the goods, and shall show the price at which the 
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goods were purchased in the currency of the country whence 
the goods have been exported, and the quantity and description 
of such goods and the marks and numbers on the packages in 
such a manner as to indicate the quantities and values of the 
articles comprised in each exportation package. 

Insertion of the naine of the country of origin in invoices 
as aforesaid will not be insisted upon in respect of goods 
exported to the Gold Coast Colony. 

The certificate of valve shal! be written, typed, or printed on 
the back of invoices in respect of all goods, whether sold 
outright or shipped on consignment. 

In ascertaining the value for import duty in the case of an 
actual sale on importation it shall be permissible to deduct 
from the actual purchase price of the goods all charges paid 
or to be paid and not recoverable for excise or for internal 
duty in the country of their origin or in any country through 
which the goods may have passed in transit to the port of 
shipment, charges for cartage, inland freight (rail or canal), 
inland insurance, packing dues, and outward freight and 
insurance. When a deduction of such charges is claimed they 
must be clearly set forth in the invoice form under “ selling 
price to purchaser.”’ 

In the case of head offices consigning goods to their own 
branches in the Coiony, the ad valorem duty shall be calculated 
on the actual purchase price paid for the goods by the head 
office. From such actual purchase price it shall be permissih|: 
to deduct recognised trade and cash discounts and any charges 
incidental to the delivery of the goods in the Colony, but not 
contingent discounts or rebates or buying and selling com- 
missions or sample discounts. The formal invoice sent out by 
the head office to its branch shall be on the same invoice form 
as that referred to above, and in the column “ Selling price 
to purchaser ’’ the actual selling price to the head office shal! 
be shown and also any trade or cash discounts and incidenta! 
charges. ; 

Where goods are shipped ‘‘ on consignment,’’ the price at 
which the goods were purchased, or, if they are consigned by 
the manufacturer, the ‘‘ current domestic value’’ in the 
country of consignment, shall be taken as the basis of assess- 
ment for ad valorem duty and should be stated on the invoice 
in the column headed “Selling price to purchaccy.’’ Where 
the manufacturer employs a merchant or other ag,yat to ship 
his manufactures to the Colony on consignment, the goods 
shall be regarded for this purpose as consigned by the 
manufacturer himself. 

The proper Customs authority shall have power to requir 
an importer to obtain the original invoice for his inspection 
in any instance where such invoice is not that presented by 
the importer for the purpose of Customs entry. 


? 





GRENADA. 


PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
SECOND-HAND JUTE BAGS. 

A Proclamation, dated 22nd December, 1923, prohibits 
the importation into Grenada of second-hand jute bags 
coming from any place other than the United Kingdom 
and Canada. 








FOREIGN. 


BELGIUM. 
EXPORT OF WOOD PROHIBITED. 


The ‘‘ Moniteur Belge’’ for 14th February contains a 
Royal Decree, dated llth February, and effective from 15th 
February, which prohibits provisionally the export of wood 
from Belgium. Exceptions to the prohibition may be 
granted by the Ministers of Agriculture and Public Work: 
and of Industry and Labour. 











EGYPT. 


THE TRANSHIPMENT OF COTTON IN 
EGYPTIAN PORTS. 


H.B.M. Commercial Agent for Egypt has drawn attention 
to a notice published by the Egyptian Ministry of Agri 
culture in the ** Journal Officiel ’? of 21st January, 1924. 
regarding the transhipment of cotton in Egyptian poris. 

The notice states that permission for each transhipment 
of cotton is required, and that application for such per- 
mission must be addressed to the Ministry of Agriculture 
at Cairo or to the office of the Entomological Section 
(Customs Administration at Alexandria), and that the 
application must specify the names of the importing and 
exporting ships, the probable date of the arrival of the 
cotton, and the number and weight of the bales. The 
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shipping company must inform the representative of the 
Ministry of Agriculture attached to the Customs Adminis- 
tration of the date of transhipment, in order that he may 
be in a position to superintend the operation. 

The notice further provides that the cotton must be 
transhipped and exported from Egypt within 15 days, and 
that no cotton may be landed on the quays, but that it 
may be transhipped direct from one boat to another or 
by means of lighters, but that in the latter event the cotton 
must be covered to the satisfaction of the Ministry of 
Agriculture representative. 





FRANCE. 
IMPORTATION OF COMPOUND MEDICINES. 


A French Law of 19th April last, particulars of which 
were published at page 511 of this ‘‘ Journal ’’ for 26th 
April last, permitted the importation into France of 
compound medicines not specially mentioned in the French 
Customs Tariff and not figuring in an official pharmacopelia, 
but having in legible characters and in French, both on 
the immediate container of the product.and on its outer 
wrapping, the usual name and the proportion of active 
substances (except chemical denominations and formule) 
and the name and address of the manufacturer. This 
facility was, however, only to apply to compound medicines 
originating in countries which grant to France equivalent 
advantages for the importation of French medicines into 
their territories, 

According to an official Notice published in the French 
‘** Journal Officiel ’’ for 15th February, it has been decided 
to permit the importation into France of compound 
medicines originating in Great Britain, Belgium, and 
Switzerland, under the conditions laid down by the Law 
referred to above. 








_- 


FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


DUTY-FREE IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
MOROCCAN GOODS SHIPPED IN BRITISH 
VESSELS. 


With reference to the notice at page 446 of the ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal’’ of i2th April, 1923, regarding a 
French Law of 18th March, 1923, providing for the duty- 
free admission into France and Algeria of certain goods 
originating in, and imported directly from, the French 
Zone of Morocco, in vessels flying the French or Moroccan 
flag, the Board of Trade are informed that the French 
Government have issued instructions to the French and 
Algerian Customs to permit Moroccan goods carried under 
the British flag to enter France and Algeria duty-free 
in all cases where such goods would be duty-free if 
imported under the French flag. 





ITALY. 


INCREASED STAMP TAX ON PLAYING 
CARDS. 

The ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ’’ (Rome) for 12th January con- 
tains a Royal Decree (No. 2879), dated 80th December, 
which increases the Stamp Tax on playing cards (whether 
manufactured in Italy or imported) to 3 lire per pack in 
the case of ordinary cards and 5 lire per pack in the 
case of so-called ‘‘ luxury ”’ cards, as from Ist January, 
1924. ‘‘ Luxury ’’ cards are defined as those with letters 
or signs in the corners or at the sides, excluding cards 
for ‘‘ tarocchi’’ (a special type of playing card used in 
Italy). The former rates of tax were 14 and 3 lire per 
pack respectively. 











PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rome reports, by tele- 
graph, that the price fixed, for the period 17th to 23rd 
February, for certificates for the payment of Customs 
duties is 443 lire per 100 lire gold—i.e., the surcharge 
when duties are paid in paper is 343 per cent. 

(The price of certificates for the previous week was 441 
lire per 100 lire gold.) 




















—- —— 


.( £ REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 
LATVIA, 


CONTROL OF EXPORTED EGGS. 


The Latvian Consul-General in London has furnished 
a translation of Regulations governing the exportation of 
eggs from Latvia. These Regulations, which are dated 
10th January, and come into operation on Ist May next, 
provide that all eggs intended for export are to be subject 
to the supervision of a Board of Control, the inspectors 
of which are to certify as to the quality of the eggs and 
the suitability of their packing. Each consignment is to 
consist of not less than 5,000 eggs. The exportation of 
eggs weighing less than 48 grammes, or which are unclean, 
broken, or bad, or which show signs of going bad, is 
prohibited. Exporters of eggs are to be registered as 
such with the Latvian Ministry of Agriculture, and their 
export trade mark is also to be registered. A fee, the 
amount of which is to be fixed each six months, will be 
levied to cover the expenses of the control. 











NETHERLANDS. 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON FOOTWEAR 
PROLONGED. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at the Hague has forwarded 
copy of a Law, No. 561, of 29th December last, which 
extends, until Ist July, 1924, the period of operation of 
the Act of 5th May, 1923, which provided for the temporary 
restriction of the importation of footwear into the 
Netherlands. 

The regulations issued under the Act of 5th May, 1923, 
were published in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ for 5th July last, pages 
29-30, and for 9th August last, page 151. 


—_——_— 


POLAND. 
EXPORT OF EGGS. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw reports that the 
number of eggs which will be permitted to be exported 
from Poland during 1924 has been fixed at 1,500 wagons, 
each wagon containing 110 cases of 1,440 eggs. This 
quantity is to be allocated as follaws :— 








MEE. <ocemnaniene 165 wagons. August ....... 240 wagons. 
EEE snenagervase 240 is, September ... 240 _,, 
 ciicinngiies 240. —=s«,, October ...... | 
ee | _ November ... 75 re 


The basic export duty has been fixed at £150 sterling 
per wagon, but it is stated that preference in the granting 
of contingents will be given to firms which declare their 
readiness to pay a larger tax. The amount of foreign 
currency received in respect of the export must be 
deposited with the Polish National Loan Bank. 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE KINGDOM. 
EXPORTATION OF PRUNES. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading 
at page 471 of the ‘‘ Journal’’ for Ist November last, 
it should be noted that the Serbian ‘‘ Official Gazette ”’ 
for 6th February contains a circular intimating that 
prunes and ‘‘ pekmez ”’ (prune jam) may be exported from 
the Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom without examination as 
from Ist February, owing to the abolition of the Com- 
mission for the examination of prunes. 








SPAIN. 


COMPULSORY MARKING OF FIREARMS. 

A Royal Order of 18th July last prohibited the circula- 
tion in, or the export from, Spain of firearms which are 
not stamped with the die-mark of the Spanish proof house 
(banca de prueba) of Eibar or of foreign (non-Spanish) 
proof houses recognised by the Minister of War. This 
prohibition was to come into effect on 2nd January in 
respect of single or double-barrelled shotguns and smooth- 
bore guns, whether muzzle- or breech-loading, and on 
16th April next as regards rifles, short carbines, and 
carbines similar to those used by the Spanish Army, pistols, 
revolvers, and repeaters, 

As an exception to the above regulations, a Royal Order 
of 10th January, published in the ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid ”’ 
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for 12th January, provides that arms which are proved 
to have been in the possession of their owners before 31st 
December may be sold, exposed for sale, or warehoused 
if they are stamped with the die-mark of proof houses 
recognised as official by their respective country of origin, 
among which are included the proof houses of London and 
Birmingham. Spanish and foreign arms which do not 
bear the stamps of the Spanish proof houses of Eibar or 
Lieja or of such foreign proof houses must be sent to 
the proof house of Eibar for testing and stamping by 
16th April next, and may not be confiscated by the 
authorities until after that date. 





EXPORT DUTY ON OLIVE OIL. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid ”’ for 10th February contains 
a Royal Decree, dated 9th February, and effective from 
llth February, which imposes an export duty on olive 
oil exported from Spain. This duty is to vary according 
to the fluctuations in the average monthly price of the 
ordinary kinds of olive oil with an acidity of not more 
than four degrees, and is fixed on the following basis : — 

When the average monthly price per 100 kilogs. (net 
weight) at the factory is :— 

Less than 174 pesetas.... ... Free. 

From 174 to 196 pesetas... 10 pesetas per 100 kilogs 
From 196 to 218 pesetas... 20 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 
From 218 to 239 pesetas... 30 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 


From 239 to 260 pesetas... 40 pesetas per 100 kilogs, 
More than 260 pesetas 50 pesetas per 100 kilogs, 


The Central Committee of Supplies will ascertain the 
mean prices, and on this information the Ministry of 
Finance will proclaim the rate of export duty payable in 
each month. The rate for the period ending lst March 
is 10 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 





TUNIS. 


MODIFICATION OF IMPORT DUTIES ON 
VARIOUS ARTICLES. 


The ‘* Journal Officiel Tunisien’’ for 28th November 
eontains a Beylical Decree, dated 13th October, which 
modifies the import duties in Tunis on a number of articles 
originating in and coming from Germany. These modifica- 
tions mostly take the form of a reduction of the ‘‘ co- 
efficients of increase’’ on the same lines as has been 
provided for in France by the Law embodying the pro- 
visions of the France-Belgian Commercial Convention (see 
the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ for 21st June last, pages 
729-744). <A further Beylical] Decree of the same date, 
and published in the same issue of the ‘‘ Journal Officiel 
Tunisien,’’ provides that the ‘‘ coefficients of increase ”’ 
modified by the above Decree are also to apply to goods 
imported into Tunis from foreign countries other than 
Germany, the provision that these ‘‘ coefficients ’’ are not 
to exceed 3 when similar goods imported from France and 
Algeria are duty free being continued in force. 

It should be noted that, although the reductions in the 
French Customs Tariff provided for by the France-Belgian 
Commercial Convention are not to come into force in 
France until the ratification of the Convention, no such 
restriction is mentioned in the Tunisian Decrees referred 
to above. 








Proposed Tariff Changes. 


BELGIUM. 
AMENDMENTS TO TARIFF REVISION BILI. 


The Board of Trade are informed, through the Foreign 
Office, by H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Brussels, that the 
Bill for the revision of the Belgian Customs Tariff has 
passed the first and second readings in the Chamber of 
Representatives, with various amendments. 

As regards the Tariff Revision Bill, a complete transla- 
tion of the measure in the form in which it passed the 
Chamber (second reading) is appended. It will be observed 
that all the amendments in the Bill proposed by the 
Government (see the issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal’ of 24th January) have been adopted, including 
that proposing to authorise the Government, for a period 
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of three years, to increase the ‘‘ coefficients ’’ prescribed 
in the measure to a maximum of 6. 

As regards the proposed new Tariff itself, all the amend- 
ments proposed by the Government (see the issue of the 
‘¢ Board of Trade Journal ’’ above referred to) have been 
adopted, except as regards (1) newsprint paper (Tariff 
No. 734), for which the ‘‘ coefficient’ is reduced from 
3 to 2; (2) fabrics of wool coming under Tariff No. 528a 
(3 and 4); and (8) cotton, velvets and plushes (Tariff 


‘No. 555). In the two latter cases, although the basic 


rates of duty have been adopted, the proposed coefficients 
have been increased from 4 to 6. Moreover, certain addi- 
tional amendments have been made in the Tariff Schedules, 
and particulars of these amendments are given in the state- 
ment printed below. It will be observed that the coefficients 
of increase to be applied to the duties on cotton yarns and 
fabrics (Tariff No. 534 et seq.) have been increased from 
4 (the rate proposed in the original Bill) to 6, and that 
the proposed duties on certain fine clothing and ‘ luxury ”” 
goods have been increased from 15 or 20 per cent. to 
25 per cent. ad valorem :— 


TRANSLATION OF BILL FOR THE REVISION OF 
THE BELGIAN CUSTOMS TARIFF, 


AS PASSED BY THE CHAMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES 
(2ND READING). 


[ Norr.—Amendments in, and additions to, the text of 
the Bill as originally submitted are indicated by italic 


type. | 

ArtICcCLE 1.—Import duties on imported goods are fixed 
by the Schedule annezed to the present Law, instituting a 
‘“ Minimum ”’ Tariff and a ‘‘ Maximum ”’ Tariff; they are 
applied in conformity with the provisions of the following 
Articles. 

ArticLte 2.—The ‘‘ Minimum ”’ Tariff is applicable to all 
goods in regard to which a different regime is not expressly 
laid down. 


Article 3.—The Government is authorised to grant most- 
favoured-nation treatment to foreign countries. It may 
accord this treatment in part only, or may refuse tt 
entirely, to States which, on their part, only grant partial 
most-favoured-nation treatment to Belgium or exclude 
Belgium entirely from such treatment. 

The measures taken in virtue of the preceding paragraph 
are to be submitted to the Chamber immediately if it is in 
session, otherwise during the next session. 


ArtIcLE 4 [formerly 3].—The Government is authorised, 
on the advice of the Council of Ministers, to apply the 
‘* Maximum ”’ Tariff in whole or in part, or duties inter- 
mediate between those of the ‘‘ Maximum ”’ and ‘“ Mini- 
mum ”’ Tariffs :— 

(1) to goods originating in or coming from countries 
not having commercial arrangements with Belgium, which 
do not accord to Belgium most-favoured-nation treatment 
in matters of commerce, navigation, and Customs, or 
which seriously impede Belgian commerce, navigation, or 
industry by import or export prohibitions or restrictions 
or by the application of excessive duties or taxes; 

(2) temporarily, to goods which, as the result of funda- 
mental economic reactions brought about in the country 
of origin or shipment by a considerable depreciation of 
currency, enjoy advantages on importation into Belgium 
of such a nature as radically to modify normal com- 
petitive conditions to such an extent as to imperil native 
industry. 

The Government shall present to the Chamber, immedi- 
ately if it is in session, otherwise during the next session, 
a Bill to ratify measures taken in virtue of the pre- 
ceding paragraph. If the Bill is not passed, the duties 
levied, or, as the case muy be, the excess of these duties 
over those in force before the application of the Decree, 
are to be refunded in the manner to be laid down by the 
Minister of Finance. 


Article 5.—The Government, on the advice of the 
Council of Ministers, is authorised to levy on the importa- 
tion of goods which enjoy a direct or indirect bounty on 
export in the country from which they come or in which 
they originate a compensatory duty equal to the bounty. 

The final. paragraph of Article 4 is applicable to 
measures taken in virtue of this authorisation. 

Article 6.—The Minister of Finance may assimilate 
goods not specified in the Schedule of import duties to 
goods specified therein with which they are most analogous, 
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so that they shall be treated mn the same way for the 
purpose of the application of the Tariff. 

The assimilating Decrees are to be submitted to the 
Chamber, immediately if it is in session, otherwise during 
the next session. 

ARTICLE 7 [formerly 4].—(1) Goods originating in ceun- 
tries enjoying a reduced Tariff may be admitted at the 
reduced rates only if proof of origin is furnished in the 
form, and under the conditiens, to be laid dewn by the 
Government, 

(2) False deciarations of origin or shipment are deemed 
to be false descriptions of the goods, and are punishable 
by the penalties prescribed for such false description. 

ArticLe 8 [formerly 5].—(1) Except as otherwise laid 
down in the Tariff, import duties levied on the basis of 
weight are to be assessed : 

(a) on the gross weight in the case of goods subject to 
duties not exceeding 10 frs. per 100 kilogs. in 
the ‘‘ Minimum ” Tariff and 30 frs. per 100 kilogs. 
in the ‘‘ Maximum ”’ ‘ariff (the ‘‘ coefficient of 
increase ’’ not being taken into account) ; 

(b) on the legal net weight in the case of goods for 
which a legal tare allowance is fixed. The importer 
has, however, the option of declaring the real net 
weight ; 

(c) on the real net weight in the case of other goods. 

(2) The gross weight is obtained by weighing the goods 
with all receptacles and packings in which they are 
contained. 

The real net weight is obtained by deducting the weight 
of all receptacles and packings from the gross weight. 

The legal net weight is obtained by deducting the legal 
tare allowance from the gross weight. 

(3) The Government shal] lay down the Schedule of legal 
tare allowances and shall determine in what cases and for 
what goods duties may be assessed on the basis of legal 
net weight. 

ARTICLE 9 [ formerly 6].—-(1) Specific duties are calculated 
by applying to the quantity imported the basic rates of 
duty multiplied by the coefficients which are applicable 
thereto. 

(2) The Government may reduce or suppress the co- 
efficients of increase in respect of goods of a certain kind 
or origin in accordance with variations in the values of 
goods and with economic contingencies. The coefficient 
may, however, be re-established if necessary, but may not 
in any case exceed the original rate. 

Nevertheless, during a period of three years from the 
date of coming into force of this Law, the Government 1s 
authorised to increase the coefficients laid down in the 
Tariff, provided that the coefficients shall not exceed 6. 

All measures taken in execution of the preceding para- 
graphs are to be submitted to the Chamber, immediately 
tf it is in session, otherwise during the next session. 


ArticLe 10 [formerly 7].—For the purpose of assessing 
duties on an ad valorem basis the value to be declared is 
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the normal value of the goods at the place of origin er 
manufacture increased by expenses of packing, transport, 
insurance, commission, and all other expenses incurred up 
to the place of Customs import clearance. 

This value may not in any case be less than the normal 
whelesale price of similar goods on the Belgian market at 
the time of import less the amount of the duties (under 
the ‘‘ Minimum ”’ Tariff) which such products would pay 
on import. 

When the value of goods is expressed in foreign currency, 
it is to be converted into Belgian currency on the basis 
of the last average official rate of eachange published, 
hefere the deposit of the declaration, by the Commission of 
the Brussels Exchange, or exceptionally, if the Brussels 
Exchange is not operating, on the basis to be laid down 
by the Minister af Finance. 


Article 11.—The Government is authorised to convert 
the ad valorem duties of the Customs Tariff into equivalent 
specific rates. 

Measures taken in virtue of this Article are to be 
submitted to the Chamber, immediately if it is im session, 
otherwise during the next session. 

Such specific duties are only to become applicable three 
months after the publication of the Royal Decrees con- 


cerning them. 


Article 12.—Goods originating in the Belgian Congo or 
in the African Territories administered by the Belgian 
State are to be admitted into Belgium free of duty, subject 
to the conditions laid down by the Government to prevent 
fraud. 

However, goods of the same kinds as those subject im 
Belgium to an internal. excise or consumption duty are 
to be subject to an equivalent tax. If the goods are taxable 
in the country of crigin, the duties levied in Belgium will 
be reduced proportionately. 

Measures for carrying out these provisions will be laid 
down by Royal Decree. 


ARTICLE 13 [formerly 8].—By way of modification to the 
Law of 29th March, 1873, respecting the duty-free re- 
importation of goods sent to foreign countries to be worked 
up, goods re-imported from abroad after having been 
worked up there are to be subject to duty in respect of the 
increase in value resulting from such working. 

These duties are to be fixed by the Minister of Finance, 
but may not exceed 15 per cent. ad valorem in the 
‘‘ Minimum ”’ Tariff or 30 per cent. ad valorem in the 
‘* Maximum ”’ Tariff. 


ARTICLE 14 [formerly 9].—The Minister of Finance shall 
publish a General Index (Repertoire) of goods, with 
explanatory notes indicating the Customs regime applicable 
in each case. This Index may be completed or modified as 
circumstances require. 


{ArtrcLes 10 and 11 of the original proposals deleted. ] 


ARTICLE 15 [formerly 12].—The Government shall fix the 
date on which the present Law is to come into operation. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE BELGIAN TARIFF REVISION PROPOSALS 


adopted by the Chamber of Representatives in addition to, or in substitution for, those proposed by the Government 
(see the *‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 24th January.) 


{Nore.—Moditications of, or additions to, the tariff-classification are indicated by italic type. ] 


Provisions of Bill as 


Provisions of 




















Original Bill. Passed by Chamber. 
Tarifi | Articles. Coefficient Coefficient 
No. ** Minimum ” of * Minimum” | of 
Tariff Duty. {| Increase. Tarifi Duty. Increase. 
(We dees Francs. | Francs. 
| From Section II.— Vegetable Products. per 100 kilogs. per 100 kilogs. 
69 | Truffles was ats ee ia ian 108 300 3 600 3 
71cl | Cauliflowers imported from Ist December to 30th April 10 —- | 6 5 
From Section IV.— Foodstuffs, Beverages, etc. | 
209a | Creams, galantines, pastes and purees of liver, imported in boxes | 
or other similar packing 100 | 5 200 5 
216 | Caviar and caviar substitutes sali “is at wed ae 50 | 5 200 5 
244 | Preserved cream and milk, in blocks, powder or condensed 
(syrup) :— 
1. Without sugar added 12 1-5 | Free — 
30 | 1-5 ; 30 2 





2. With sugar added 








THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Fresrvary 21, 1924. 








BELGIUM— (continued). 


PROPOSED; TARIFF CHANGES—continued. 








| | 


Provisions of 
Original Bill. 


Provisions of Bill as 
Passed by Chamber. 





























yarns are ignored. 


* Note unchanged. 
t Ezacept fabrics containing yarns of combed wool. 


a 7 | ' 
gg | Articles. | « Minimum” | Coefficient | « yeninym ” — 
| Tariff Duty. eh a Tariff Duty.  teeeaie. 
| Francs. Francs. | 
264 | Wines prepared with aromatic plants, quinine or other medicinal | 
substances, or having been prepared for the manufacture of | 
sparkling wine, not testing more than 21 degs. by the Gay- | 
Lussac alcoholometer at a “temperature of 15 degs. C: | per hectolitre per hectolitre 
a Imported in bottles (excise duty) | 240 — 480 — 
6 Imported otherwise (excise duty) | 180 —- 360 —— 
265 | Other wines not testing more than 21 degs. by the Gay-Lussac | 
alcoholometer at a temperature of 15 degs. C: 
a Put up in bottles : 
1. Sparkling (excise duty) | 240 - 480 — 
2. Not specified... (excise duty) | 180 —- 360 -- 
6 Put up otherwise than in bottles : | 
1. Not testing more than 15 degs. by the Gay-Lussac alcoholo- | | 
: meter at a temperature of 15 degs. C. (excise duty) | 60 | — 100 — 
2. Testing more than 15 degs. by the Gay-Lussac alcoholo- | | 
meter at a temperature of 15 degs. C. (excise duty) | 60* | -— 100* —- 
} 
: | | 
From Section V.—Chemicals, Perfumery, etc. 
per 100 kilogs. | 
389 | Sulphate of ammonia ... ooo | 1-50 | 3 Free — 
392 | Superphosphate of lime, precipitated phosphate sl 0-50 | 3 Free - 
452 | Perfumery articles : | | | 
a Containing alcohol ‘a 20 per cent. ad val* - 25 per cent. ad val*' 
6 Not containing alcohol . |20 per cent. ad val. ! 25 per cent. ad val. — 
| | 
| From Section VII.— Furskins, etc. | 
| | 
490 | Furskins, worked or made up , 20 per cent. ad val.' 25 per cent. ad val. _ 
| | 
| From Section VIII.— Textiles. 
506 | Carpets and tapestry (silk or floss silk) '20 per cent. ad val. -- 25 per cent. ad val. 
508 | Close-woven fabrics for furnishing and hangings, (except ‘velv ots | | 
and plushes and upholstery), wholly or partly of silk . |15 per cent. ad val. 20 per cent. ad val. 
525 | Woollen tapestries* '20 per cent. ad val.| - 25 per cent. ad val.' 
528a | Fabrics of pure wool* not specified nor included elsew here, weighing | | 
per sq. metre : 
| 3. From 350 to 550 grammes (exclusive) : | 
(a) Fabrics of carded wool having less than 31 single threads in __ per 100 kilogs. per 100 kilogs. 
warp and weft per sq. cm. 100 4 60 6 
(6) Other ne ved i 100 4 105 6: 
_ 4, 550 grammes or more : | 
| (a) Fabrics of carded wool having less than 31 single threads in | 
| warp and weft per sq. cm.t ste sie i dh 80 4 50 6 
(6) Other ' 80 4 85 6 
534-6 | Yarns of pure cotton, single or twisted “ | Various 4 _ Rates unchanged) 6 
540 | Fabrics of pure cotton neither figured nor mercerised nor made | 
wholly or partly of glazed or mercerised yarns, w eighing 3 sitet! | | 
or over per 100 sq. metres. ~i Various 4 _ Rates unchanged 6 
541 | Fabrics of pure cotton, not figured, mercerised or made wholls y or | | , 
partly of glazed or mercerised yarns, weighing 3 kilogs or over at | | 
| 100 sq. metres. Duty on non-mer- 4 Duty on pure cot- 6 
| _ cerised fabrics ac ton fabrics not 
| _ cording to kind, _ figured of No.540, 
plus 10 frs. per plus 10 frs. per 
| | 100 kilogs. | 100 kilogs. Bie 
542 | Fabrics of pure cotton, not sda weighing less than 3 —_ | ot ial 
| per 100 sq. metres. eee on on oes | Various 4 Rates unchanged: 6 
543 | Fabrics of pure cotton, figured — Various 4 Rates unchanged 6. 
555 | Cotton velvets or plushes, cut or not cut, not “specially mentioned | | 
| in the Tariff* : 
| (a) Weft, weighing per sq. metre : 
1. Unbleached : per 100 kilogs. per 100 kilogs. 
| Less than 300 grammes 100 4 120 6 
| From 300 to 500 grammes (exclusive) _ 100 6 
| From 500 to 750 grammes (exclusive) | 85 4 85 6 
| 750 grammes and more | 75 4 75 6 
! 2. Other : | 
| Less than 300 grammes - _ nee _ \ 120 4 140 | 6 
From 300 to 500 grammes (exclusiv e) _ - se 120 | 6 
From 500 to 750 grammes (exclusive) 100 4 100 | 6 
| 750 grammes and more ses os or see sce | 90 4 90 | 6 
| (6) Warp, weighing per sq. metre : | 
| 1. Unbleached : | 
| Less than 300 grammes - - wie - 115 4 130 6 
From 300 to 500 grammes (exclusive) it aiid alt 4 115 6 
From 500 to 750 grammes —_— 100 4 100 6 
| 750 grammes and more ‘ , 85 + 85 6 
2. Other : | 
| Less than 300 grammes - shia ~~ drt 130 4 150 6 
From 300 to 500 grammes (exclusiv e) iol kee ‘ai 130 6 
From 500 to 750 grammes (exclusive) we ii tl 115 4 115 6 
750 grammes and more 100 4 110 | 6 





In determining the number of threads, cotton threads twisted on the woollen 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES—continued. 
































BELGIUM—continued. 
| Provisions of | Provisions of Bill as 
Original Bill. | Passed by Chamber. 
™ Tariff Articles. | ; mip : | 1 
cient I a Articles > i>” ame | “ Minimum ” rr 
othe Tariff Duty. i y 
a | uty Increase. | Tariff Duty. Increase. 
Francs. | Francs. 
:; , per 100 kilogs. | per 100 kilogs. 
From Section IX.—Clothing and Made-up Goods. fait ' 
609 | Hosiery of pure or mixed silk* wn “a _ - |20 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val. — 
61la | Clothing for men and women, of pure or mixed silk, or ornamented, | | 
& 612a | not specified or included elsewhere ie Pe bane .-- |20 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val.| — 
613 | Corsets a vee aes a ves has oh eae ..- |20 per cent. ad val. | a 25 per cent. ad val.| — 
616a | Women’s hats of silk or half silk or with ornamentation ... ... (20 per cent. ad val.' — 25 per cent. ad val.) _ 
6196 | Made up shawls and scarves, containing silk or with ornamenta- _ | 
| tion ... vey _ _ ovg _ son as .-. |20 per cent. ad val. —- 25 per cent. ad val.| — 
6206 | Handkerchiefs, fichus and foulards, containing silk or with | 
ornamentation io ro a Se wm +. «ee (20 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val.' ~~ 
621 | Neckties of all kinds ... ion ‘tbe — ™_ 7 ... (20 per cent. ad val. — '25 per cent. ad val.| —- 
6236) Table, bed or toilet linen (napkins, serviettes, sheets, towels, etc.),, | 
made up otherwise than merely hemmed, or with ornamentation 20 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val. — 
6246 | Covers and counterpanes for beds or other uses* (other than those | 
_ merely edged with ribbon and not containing silk), especially | | ! 
| those with ornamentation ... a aid ime ss ... '20 per cent. ad val.| — 25 per cent. ad val. — 
625 | Hand-made embroidery oe _ ven ne we . [20 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val.| _ 
628 | Made-up articles of feathers (boas and the like)... ve ... |20 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val.| —_ 
632a | Sewn or made-up articles of fabrics or textiles of silk or part silk, or | | ! 
| with ornamentation, not specified or included elsewhere ... (20 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val. — 
| | | | 
| From Section X.— Wares of Wood, etc. | | 
673 | Billiard tables and tables for similar games ... oo _ ... 15 per cent. ad val.| — 20 per cent. ad val. — 
682 | Caskets, cash boxes, jewel boxes, watch cases, trays and screens, of | 
wood, varnished or lacquered, Chinese or Japanese style ... 15 per cent. ad val.| = 20 per cent. ad val. — 
6845 | Pipes, pipe-stems, cigar holders and cigarette holders, of wood, | | 


mounted in amber, amberoid, ivory, tortoiseshell or mother-of- | 
pearl, or with ornaments of precious metals not constituting in | | | 
| weight the principal part of the articles ... os “ee ... 15 per cent. ad val.' — 20 per cent. ad val.| — 


| From Section XII.—Paper. | 
| per 100 kilogs. | per 100 kilogs. 
734 | Newsprint paper* we “a 4 | 2 2 | 2 


| From Section XIII.—Potiery, etc. | 
826a | Articles comprised in Nos. 824 & 825 (faience, porcelain, &c.) with 
| mountings, fittings or parts of common metals, gilt or silvered 20 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val.| -- 
827 | Busts, statues, statuettes, figures, images, and articles for ornamen- | 
_ tation, furnishing or office use, even if combined with materials | 
other than precious metals (of alabaster, lava, marble or other 
stones, plaster, cement or artificial marble, baked earth, stone- 


ware, faience, majolica, porcelain, parian, biscuit and the like) 20 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val.| -— 
| From Section XV.—Metal Wares. 
| per 100 kilogs. per 100 kilogs. 
1000 | Domestic and cooking utensils, not specified or included elsewhere 75 4 100 4 
| 
| From Section XXI.—Miscellaneous Articles. 
11586 Boots and half boots of leather, with soles other than of wood : 
1. Common workmen’s footwear, with nailed-on soles or with per pair 
| wooden pegs (chevilées) ae vie “ae “as mal 2 or 1°50 4 10 per cent. ad val. — 
| 2. Other: per pair | 
A. Of leather or skin of a specified kind* dala ans “— 2 4 2 4 
| B. Of other leather or skin* we si ist ~ - 1°50 4 1°50 4 
1159a | Umbrellas and parasols, with cover of pure or mixed silk ; trimmed 
| with lace or embroidery, or ornamented with gold, silver, tortoise- | 
| shell, gems and precious stones ws _ ene “os ... (20 per cent. ad val. ~-. 25 per cent. ad val. — 
1160 | Fans and hand screens, mounted, of ivory, mother of pearl, or | 
|  tortoiseshell, gold or silver, and others, not specified elsewhere 20 per cent. ad val. ~- 25 per cent. ad val. — 


116lc, | Articles not specially mentioned or included elsewhere, of ivory, 


1162c & | —_ tortoiseshell, mother-of-pearl and their imitations ne ... 15 per cent. ad val. 25 per cent. ad val. — 
1163c | | 
11686 | Pearls and natural coral, set or prepared for immediate wear, not 7 
| specified or included elsewhere een one aos a 15 per cent. ad val. -— 25 per cent. ad val. | — 
117lc | Articles of jet and Kilkenny coal, not specified or included else- | | 
where ... eee oes one ae eee _ sind 15 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val. — 
1172c¢, \Amber, amberoid, meerschaum and their imitations, in cigar and 
d, e!} cigarette holders, pipes and articles not specified or included else- 
| where ... ; i$ 15 per cent. ad val. —- 25 per cent. ad val. — 


1184a | Articles. of wickerwork and sparterie, and all manufactures, not 
| specified or included elsewhere, obtained by combining or inter- 
| weaving osier or willow twigs, rushes, wood shavings, strips, 
| or flexible stems of vegetable materials or plaits of these 
| materials *:—combined with threads or manufactures of 
| threads of pure or mixed silk, with lace, embroideries, articles of 
| threads with sewn appliques, velvets, plush, feathers, or gilt 


| orsilveredthreads ... res “e _ o¢s ees ... 15 per cent. ad val. ~- 25 per cent. ad val. ”— 
11861 | Fine brushware, mounted in tortoiseshell, ivory or mother-of-pearl 20 per cent. ad val. —. 25 per cent. ad val. — 
1192 | Fountain pens and stylographic pens, with or without nibs or tips 15 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val. — 
1211 | Various articles, other than jewellery, not specified elsewhere, with 
| mounting, ornaments or parts of precious metals, these latter ; 
- | not constituting by weight the principal part of the article 15 per cent. ad val. — 25 per cent. ad val. — 





* Note unchanged. 
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PROPOSED TARHFF CHANGES—Conkinued. 





FRANCE. 





BILL AUTHORISING THE PROHIBITION OF 
IMPORTS BY DECREE. 

H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Paris has forwarded copy 
of a Bill which has been introduced inte the French 
Chamber authorising the Government to prohibit imports 
by Decree. 

In the preamble to the Bill it is pointed out that during 
the war powers were given to the Government, by the 
Law of 6th May, 1916, to prohibit the importation of 
goods which were not essential to the national welfare, 
but this Law expired at the end of 1921 In view of the 
depreciation of the currency, the Government have been 
forced to contemplate the re-introduction of an import 
restriction regime, and it is of the greatest importance 
that measures of this character should be enforced without 
‘delay, in order to avoid speculation. 

The text of the Bill is as follows :— 

Article 1.—The Government may provisionally prohibit 
the importation into France of foreign obods or products 
by Decrees of the Council of Ministers. 

Goods which shall have been proved to have been 
dispatched to France or which shall have been declared 
for warehousing before the publication of the above- 
mentioned Decrees shall be admitted in accordance with 
the Tariff. 

The Decrees provided for in the first paragraph shall 
be submitted for ratification by the Chamber within two 
months of their publication. 


Article 2.—The measures laid down in virtue of the 
preceding Article shall be revoked by Decrees of the 
Council of Ministers. 





NORWAY. 





PROPOSED INCREASE OF CUSTOMS 
DUTIES. 

As noted at page 642 of the ‘“ Journal’’ for 13th 
December last, Norwegian Customs duties are now payable 
in kroner at the gold rate of exchange. This provision 
was enforced as a provisional measure subject to its being 
considered by the Customs Committee of the Storting, 
and the Board of Trade have now received copy of recom- 
mendations of the Committee in this connection. 

These recommendations propose that the temporary sur- 
tax of 10 per cent. on the duties on coffee and sugar should 
be withdrawn and that the duties on motor-cars should 
be amended as follows :— 


Passenger motor-cars, motor-cycles and side-cars there- 
for, parts of passenger motor-cars and motor-cyvcles not 
elsewhere mentioned in the Tariff—to pay 25 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Other motor-vehicles and parts thereof not elsewhere 
mentioned in the Tariff, wagons for railways and tram- 
ways, also railway hand-cars—to pay 12 per cent. ad 
valorem, 


The temporary surtax of 33! per cent. on the Customs 
duties should, it is proposed, be increased to 50 per cent. 
in respect of goods subject to ad valorem rates of duty, 
except in the case of motor-vehicles, 

The recommendations support the provision that the 
<luties (including the surtaxes) on goods dutiable on a 
‘specific basis are to be paid in kroner at the gold rate of 
exchange (this requirement being also applicable to the 
‘specific duties on certain goods for which primarily ad 
valorem rates of duty are established), and the provision 
empowering the Ministry of Customs to exempt fishing 
supplies, and materials for the manufacture thereof from 
payment of duty at the gold rate of exchange. 


Government Notices 
-affecting Trade. 





POSTAL SECTION. 





PARCEL POST TO PARAGUAY AND 
RHODES. 


The rates of postage which the Postmaster-General has 
directed to be charged in place of rates previously pub- 
lished on outgoing parcels addressed to the _ under- 
mentioned territories are as foNows: — 


ee -—-—< es — ———$_ —— $$$ a ee, 


| Rates of Postage on each 
| Parcel not exceeding 





Place of Destination. Route. ee ae 

2 1b. | 3b. 7 Ib. | 11 Ib. 

Paraguay Argentine sd.) s. d.j/s.d.'s. d. 
Republic 3 0 3 0/4 38 5 6 

Mate. 3 ihe Oe r)!)te ss | 49 5 0 





GENERAL SECTION. 





PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 
1907 AND 1919. 
LaicENCES or RIGur. 


Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the under-mentioned Patents 





were endorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right ’’ on the dates specified 
below :— 
; a . 4 Bs P ee 
N ~ dhs ar Grantee. | Title. 
lith FEBRUARY, 1924. 
2235/15 f ‘“*Improvements in golf-balls.”’ 
106,134 ‘‘Improvements in golf-balls.” 
(6694 /16) Taylor, W. 
(Patent of 
Addition.) 
158,869 Naamlooze “*Device for use in ships or pontoons 
(34189 /20) Vennootschap | for arresting a shiftable ballast 
“Werf Conrad.” load.”’ 


14TH FEBRUARY, 1924. 


100,762 Justice, P. M. “Improvements in lathe and like 
(3031/16) (Pratt & Whitney chucks or carriers.” 
Co.). 
144,581 Samsioe, C. A. R. “Improved cleaning paste.” 
(2000 /20) 
154,587 Loken, A. “Improvements in ditch digging 
(32935 /20) machines.”’ 
163,548 Reddie, L. N. ““Magneto-electric machine having a 
(8488/20) (Olivetti & C., I.C.). fixed permanent magnet and a fixed 
armature.”’ 
171,420 Miller, W. J. “Improvements in or relating to 
(12917 /20) machines for making articles of 
glass.”’ 
176,928 Pennock, T. E. ‘‘Improvements in machines for filling 
(150/21) bottles, cans and the like.” 
194,251 Tinsley, E. O. “Improved display container or box.” 


(15411/22) 





The Patent Office. W. Tempe FRANKS, 


Comptroller-General. 





CANCELLATION OF ENDORSEMENT OF PATENT ‘‘ LICENCES OF 
Rient.”’ 


Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Sub-section 5 of Section 24 of the Acts, the endorsement 
‘“ Licences of Right ’’ upon Letters Patent No. 12458 of 
1915, bearing date the 30th day of August, 1915, and 
granted to John Frederick Robert Troeger for an invention 
entitled ‘‘ Improvements in and relating to translucent 
screens for projecting machines,’’ was cancelled on the 
13th day of February, 1924. 


The Patent Office. W. Tempe FRANKS, 


Com ptroller-General. 





NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICENCES. 


Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Section 1, 
Sub-section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918 (7 and 8 Geo. 5, Ch. 67), and No. 11 of the Statutory 
Rules and Orders No. 265, of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—Continued 





Industry), that licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal 
Industry Act have been granted by the Board of Trade to 
the undermentioned companies, firms, or individuals :— 

Carver, James Alfred Briggs, trading as Fraser-Carver 
and Company, 4, East India Avenue, London, E.C.3. 





——— 


Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES, 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per cwt. of 
112 Imperial Pounds,* as received from the Inspectors of Corn 
Returns in the week ended 16th February, 1924, pursuant 
to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Act, 1921 :— 








Average Price per ewt. 











Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
8. d. s. d. s. d. 
Week ended 16th February, 1924 1010 | 11 9g 10 2 
Corresponding week in— | 
1914... _ ove ese i 2 7 Ss 6 9 
1915... pan ove tn tae: @ 9 10 lil 4 
nee _ ons a - © 15 2 ll 6 
BEET cee va vee oa aa 17 10 17 1 
1918... ine one ot 6S 16 5 18 9 
RUED . sve wee nes ot ee lj 6 17 8 
1920... an cee nes ae ae 28 2 21 6 
1921... ose eee — i a 15 8 12 11 
1922 ... bon an a, 26. o- 12 1 10 5 
i. i bee an ove 9 5 9 0 9 10 











— 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 
the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities 
and prices each sort of British corn shall be computed with reference to the 
bun weight of one hundred and twelve imperial standard pounds, 


FISHERY STATISTICS FOR JANUARY, 1924. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of 
fish landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch and Irish coasts 
during the month of January, 1924, compared with the 
corresponding month of 1923 :— 








Month of January, 











1923, | 1924. 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity.' Value. 
cwt. £ | ewt. 1 a 
England and Wales | 
Fish, excluding | 
shell fish ... | 689,037 | 1,223,766 | 676,954 | 1,157,429 
Shell fish 6 — | 30,765 —_ 30,465 





1,188,194 1,254,231 





Total valuc ... — 


Sootiand— | 
Fish, excluding | 
shell fish ... | 365,119 | 315,733 














Shell fish _... — | 17,545 — | 3 
Total value ... — 323,278 — 322,338 

j } 

Northern ireland— | | 
Fish, excluding | | 7 
shell fish... 1,324 | 1,390 1,053 | 1,405 
Shell fish st are 65 — | 120 
5 | 1,525 


Total value ... —- | 1,455 — 


Irish Free State— 
Fish, excluding 





| 
9,612 13,191 











shell fish... 12,896 | 12,669 
Shell fish 7 — | 570 — 1,724 
Total value ... a 13,239 o 14,915 








The figures for 1924 are subject to revision. 





— er 


COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


A list of Colonial Publications on Trade and other subjects 
recently received and filed for reference at the Enquiry 
Office, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 


Street, London, S.W. 1 :— 
Australia : 


“Review of the Australian Association of British Manufacturers and 
their Representatives. Vol. I., No. 10. November-December, 
1923. Price 6d. 
South Africa : 
» J tion Accounts, Loan Funds and Miscella- 
rang ey me oy Ret ee poe Mem harbours) for the Financial 


neous Funds (exclusive of railways and 
Year 1922-23, with the Report of the Controller and Auditor- 


General. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


[| NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘‘ Openings for Trade” by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on. 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1.] 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

PAPER-PERFORATING MACHINERY.—An_ enquiry has 
been received in the Department of Overseas Trade for the names 
of British firms making machinery for perforating rolls for automatic 
panos. 

Firms desiring particulars of this enquiry are requested to apply 
to the Department, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1., quoting 
reference D.O.T. 9126/F.L. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

ROPE, CANVAS, FLAGS, SHIP-CHANDLERY, IRON* 
MONGERY, COTTON WASTE, SUNDRY CLEANING STORES , 
BROOMS AND BRUSHES.—tThe Corporation of Trinity House 
invite tenders for the supply of the above-mentioned stores, required 
for the year ended 31st March, 1925. 

Forms of tender with all necessary information may be obtained 
and samples inspected at Trinity House, Tower Hill, London, 
E.C. 3 between the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. 

No tender will be entertained that is not made on the form 
provided. 

Tenders may be submitted for any or all of the above-mentioned 
stores, and separate forms of tender are provided for each 


description of stores. 
Tenders, in sealed envelopes marked outside “Tender for Rope, 











' Canvas, etc., as the case may be,” are to be addressed to the Secre- 


tary and delivered at Trinity House not later than 10 a.m. on 
Thursday, 6th March, 1924. 

The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 

ILLUMINATING OILS.—The Corporation of Trinity House 
invite tenders for the supply of the following Illuminating Oils, 
viz. :— 

175,000 gallons Light Mineral Oil. 
140,000 gallons Heavy Mineral Oil. 
4,000 gallons Rapeseed Oil. 

Specifications and forms of tender can be obtained at Trinity 
House, Tower Hill, London, E.C. 3, between the hours of 10.30 a.m. 
and 4.30 p.m., and no tender will be entertained that is not made on 
the form provided. 

Tenders, in sealed envelopes marked outside “Tender for Ilumin- 
ating Oils,” are to be addressed to the Secretary and delivered at 
Trinity House not later than 10 a.m. on Monday, 3rd March, 1924. 

The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 


any tender. 





AUSTRALIA. 

ELASTIC BRACE WEBBING.—A Melbourne firm of manu- 
facturers’ agents desire to secure the representation, on a commission 
basis, for the whole of Australia of British manufacturers of elastio 
brace webbing. (This is a repetition of a notice which appeared 
in the “ Journal” of 17th January. Reference No. 62.) (Reference 


No. 201.) | 
MOTOR CAR AND FURNITURE UPHOLSTERY 


REQUISITES.—A firm of merchants, importers and exporters. 
and indentors desire the agency for West Australia of British 
manufacturers of motor car and furniture upholstery requisites 
(with the exception of manufactures of leather). (This is a repetition 
of a notice which appeared in the “ Journal” of 17th January. ° 
Reference No. 63.) (Reference No. 202.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


ELECTRICALLY OPERATED OVERHEAD TRAVELLING 
CRANE—SYDNEY. CONTRACT NO. 651.—A communication 
has been received from the office of H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Sydney stating that tenders are invited by the New South Wales 
Government Railways and Tramways for the erection of an electrio 
overhead travelling crane. The contract includes the maintenance. 
of the whole equipment for a period of six calendar months after it 
has been taken over for regular service. 

Sealed tenders on the proper form and accompanied by a pre-. 
liminary deposit calculated in accordance with the scale shown in 
the specification, will be received by the Secretary, New South. 
Wales Government Railways and Tramways, Sydney, Australia, 
up to 12 noon on 9th April, 1924. 

British firms desirous of receiving further particulars regarding 
this call for tenders should apply to the Department of Overseas: 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 


13139/E.D./E.C./2.) 
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LAMPS FOR LIGHTING OF ELECTRIC TRAINS, VICTORIAN 
GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in Australia reports that the Victorian Government Railways are 
calling for tenders, to be presented by 2nd April, for the supply of 
metal and carbon filament lamps for the lighting of electric trains. 

A copy of the specification can be seen by British firms at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Room 53) 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 13164/E.D./C.C./2.) 


M.D.F. PROTECTORS, TERMINALS AND JUMPER WIRE 
FOR SYDNEY.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Sydney reports 
that the Postmaster-General’s Department are calling for tenders, 
to be presented by 6th March, for protectors, terminals and jumper 
wire. 

A copy of the schedule in question, N.S.W. No. 17, can be 
inspected by British firms at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. Reference 
D.O.T. 13158/E.D./C.C. /2. 


ELECTRIC RAILWAY CAR EQUIPMENT.—H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Sydney reports that the New South Wales Govern- 
ment Railways are calling for tenders, to be presented by 21st May, 
for electric railway car equipments. 

A copy of the specification can be inspected by British firms at 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. Reference D.O.T. 13159/F.D./C.C./2. 


at. 





BRITISH INDIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

GLOVES, WORSTED AND MACHINE, BORING AND 
TURNING MILLS.—The Director-General, India Store Depart- 
ment, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, 8.E.1, requires :— 

1. Gloves, worsted :— 
Black ‘ih bie i. rf Pairs 5,000 
a obs ss vee naa ma Pairs 22,000 
2. Machine, boring and turning mills, duplex 
vertical, maximum swing 30 in., to 
admit 25 in. under turret. Belt driven No. 1 

Tenders are due on 11th March, 1924, for No. 1 and on 13th March, 
1924, for No. 2. 

‘Tender forms may be obtained on application to the Director- 
General at the above address. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

COTTON PIECE-GOODS, FOOTWEAR, HATS, ETC.—A 
partner in a retail dry goods store in Trinidad who has withdrawn 
from the business desires to establish himself as a manufacturer’s 
agent and is prepared to undertake the representation of British 
manufacturers of cotton piece-goods, dress goods, underwear, 


hosiery, boots and shoes, hats and other staple lines, suitable for the 
West Indian trade. (Reference No. 203.) 





CANADA. 

ADVERTISING NOVELTIES.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Vancouver desires to secure the representation on a commission 
basis for British Columbia of British manufacturers of advertising 
novelties (metal-ware, leather goods or similar articles, excluding 
calendars). (Reference No. 204.) 

DRUGS AND DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, GROCERIES, 
FLOUR, BIRD SEED AND CAGES.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Toronto who has succeeded to his father’s agency business for soaps, 
pickles, shortenings and chocolate fats which has been established 
tor a number of years, desires to secure the representation on a 
commission or consignment basis for the Province of Ontario of 
British manufacturers of any lines suitable for the drug trade 
(except soap) groceries, flour, bird cages and bird seed in bulk. 
(Reference No. 205.) 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, LINEN GOODS, 
UNDERWEAR AND HOSIERY.—A newly established manu- 
facturers’ agent in Toronto at present visiting this country desires 
to secure the representation, on a commission basis, for the Provinces 
of Ontario and Quebec of British manufacturers of cotton piece-goods 
(fancies) woollen piece-goods, linen goods, hosiery (including golf 
hose) and underwear in cotton and wool. (This is a repetition of a 
notice which appeared in the “‘ Journal ” of 10th January. Reference 
No. 36.) (Reference No. 206.) 

SQUARE MULTI-COLOURED SLATES.—The Department of 
Overseas Trade has received a telegraphic enquiry through H.M. 
Trade Commissioner in Vancouver for quotations for square multi- 
coloured slates of best quality. 

The name of the enquirer to whom quotations should be sent 
can be obtained by British producers and suppliers upon application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. Reference D.O.T. 9639/E.D./M.C./2. 





ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, where full information may be 
obtained :— 

BUCKWHEAT HONEY.—A company in Montreal wish to 
obtain an outlet in the United Kingdom for their buckwheat honey, 
and ask to be placed in touch with importers. f 

CANNED FRUIT AND VEGETABLES.—A British Columbia 
company canning apples, apricots, peaches, pears, etc., and a 


| 
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variety of vegetables, would be glad to enter into negotiations with 
British importers who are prepared to purchase upon a basis o 
f.o.b. Vancouver, with Vancouver inspection and payment. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


INDENTS FOR GOVERNMENT SUPPLIES.—A notice which 
appeared in the Union of South Africa Government Gazette of 
25th January, 1924, stated that the undermentioned indents were 
in course of transmission to the High Commissioner for the Union 
of South Africa in London :— 
Indent No. Department. 

W. 38 Public Works 
W. 39 Public Works 
111 Forestry ... 





Nature of Supplies. 
Steam Cooking Pots. 
Frigilene, etc. 

Zine Chioride and Creosote 


Oil. 
3 Provincial Secretary, 
Pretoria Books. 
4 Provincial Secretary, 
Pretoria. Science Apparatus. 


98 Posts and Telegraphs ... Spare Parts for Morkrum 
Printer and Transmitter. 
A.D.C. 33 Agriculture (Veterinary 


Research Division) 


EUROPE. 


Filter Candles. 








DENMARK. 

sISCUITS.—A commission agent in Copenhagen desires to secure 
the representation for Denmark of British manufacturers of biscuits. 
(Reference No. 207.) 

FRESH FRUIT.—A firm of commission agents in Copenhagen 
desires to secure the representation for Denmark of British exporters 
of fresh fruit. (Reference No. 208.) 

WATERPROOFS AND WATERPROOF MATERIAL.—A firm 
of commission agents in Copenhagen desires to secure the repre- 
sentation for Denmark of British manufacturers of waterproofs and 
waterproof material. (Reference No. 209.) 


NETHERLANDS. 

ELECTRIC LIGHTING, INTERIOR FITTINGS AND 
ACCESSORIES FOR MOTOR CARS.—An agent established at 
Amsterdam is desirous of obtaining the representation of British 
firms dealing in the above mentioned articles. (Reference No. 210.) 


NORWAY. 


EARTHENWARE.—A firm of commission agents in Christiania 
desires to secure the representation for Norway of British manu- 
facturers of earthenware, chiefly dinner services. (Reference 
No. 211.) 


POLAND. 


HOSIERY AND DRAPERY.—A commission agent in Lemberg 
desires to secure the representation for Galicia of British manu- 
facturers of hosiery and drapery lines. (Reference No. 212.) 


ROUMANIA. 

MACHINE TOOLS AND SHIP FITTINGS AND MATERIAL.— 
A commission agent in Braila, Roumania, desires to undertake the 
representation of British manufacturers of all kinds of shipping 


requirements and machine tools, on a commission basis. (Reference 
No. 213.) 


SPAIN. 


TEXTILES.—A long-established agent in Madrid is open for 
agencies of textile mills in Manchester, Bradford or Glasgow, etc. 
First-class Spanish and British references. (Reference No. 214.) 

TEXTILES AND HABERDASHERY.—A commission agent of 
Malaga is desirous of securing the representation of British manu- 
facturers of cotton piece-goods, shirtings, tussore and shantung silk 
materials, tweeds and cloth, linen and haberdashery. (Reference 
No. 215.) 


SWEDEN. 

CHEMICALS AND DYESTUFFS.—A commission agent in 
Gothenburg desires to obtain the representation for Sweden of 
British manufacturers of chemicals and dyestuffs employed in the 
paper making industry. (Reference No. 216.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ent of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


NEAR EAST. 

















Ey — 











EGYPT. 


WATER INSTALLATION AT FAYOUM.—The Commercia! 
Secretary at Cairo has forwarded to the Department of Overseas 
Trade copy of the specification and plans relative to the call for 
tenders for water installation at Fayoum. 

The date of the adjudication of the contract is 20th March, 1924. 

Further particulars regarding this call for tenders may be had 
by British firms on application to the Department, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W.1. Reference D.O.T. 12472/F.E./E.C. (2). 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE— Continued. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


STEEL.—A Los Angeles firm of jobbers in steel and steel products 
desire to correspond with British firms exporting all kinds of steel, 
particularly large bars and billets, with a view to obtaining agencies. 
They are understood to be prepared to finance their own stocks. 
(Reference No. 217.) 

CREOSOTE.—A communication has been received in the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade from a firm in New York to the effect that 
they are desirous of importing creosote for railroad ties and that 
they will be glad to receive offers from British manufacturers of 
this commodity. 

British manufacturers desirous of receiving further particulars 
of this enquiry should apply to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 22087/ 
F.W./C.C./2.) 

SMALL BRASS LOCKS.—H.M. Consul-General at Boston, 
Mass., reports that a local firm of manufacturers of fine stationery 
and leather specialities, are desirous of ascertaining whether there 
is any possibility of their being able to obtain their requirements 
in respect of small brass locks for diaries from this country. It is 
understood that at present they are importing the locks, of which 
they use several thousand annually, from Germany. It is stated 
that the locks are attached to one cover of certain classes of diaries, 
while a strap, the loose end of which is fastened to a metal clip, is 
secured to the other cover. 

British firms desirous of receiving further particulars of this 
enquiry should apply to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 21955/F.W./ 
E.C./2.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 











PORTO RICO. 


CEMENT.—A short report on the market for Portland cement in 
Porto Rico furnished by H.M. Consul at San Juan together with 
particulars of a prospective contract for this material has been 
issued by the Department of Overseas Trade to those firms whose 
names are entered on its Special Register for the receipt of such 
information. 

Other British firms desirous of receiving the information with 
particulars of the Special Register service and form of application 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





for registration should communicate with the Department, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 22033/I.W./ 
M.C./2.) 





LATIN AMERICA. 





ARGENTINA. 

RAW COTTON.—A firm in Buenos Aires with an agent in 
Glasgow desires to act as purchasing agents of raw cotton in Argen- 
tina on a commission basis. (Reference No. 218.) 





CHILE. 
TENDERS INVITED: 

PORT IMPROVEMENTS AT PUERTO CONSTITUCION.— 
The Commercial Secretary at Santiago has forwarded to the De- 
partment of Overseas Trade specification and plans regarding a 
call for tenders by the Chilean Government for port improvements 
at Puerto Constitucion. 

The time for presentation of tenders at the Ministry of Finance 
expires at 3 p.m. on Ist July, 1924. 

Further particulars regarding this matter can be obtained by 
British firms on application to the Department, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 9375/!'.L./E.C./2.) 





EASTERN CUBA. 


TEXTILES AND RICE.—A firm in Santiago de Cuba is desirous 
of securing the representation, on a commission basis, of British 
manufacturers or exporters of cotton, silk and woollen textiles, and 
also to get into touch with firms in London, Calcutta or Rangoon 
for the sale of their different classes of rice. (Reference No. 219.) 





PERU. 


DRUGS.—A British commission agent in Lima is desirous of 
obtaining the representation for Peru of a British drug house. 
(This is a repetition of a notice which appeared in the “Journal” 
of 17th January. Reference No. 92.) (Reference No. 220.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 
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Anglo-South American 


Bank, Limited. 
HEAD OFFICE—62, OLD BROAD ST., LONDON, E.C. 2. 


Northern District Office—69, MARKET ST., BRADFORD. 
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SPAIN— 
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The ANGLO-SOUTH AMERICAN BANK 
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ANGLO SOUTH AMERICAN TRUST COMPANY: 
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(Incorporated under the Laws of the State of New York), 
and in FRANCE by the 
BANQUE ANGLO-SUD AMERICAINE, 


Société Anonyme, PARIS. 


and in BRAZIL and throughout CENTRAL AMERICA 
by its affiliated institutions : 
THE BRITISH BANK OF SOUTH AMERICA, LID, 


AND 
THE COMMERCIAL BANK OF SPANISH AMERICA, L@D. 
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